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No laxatives. No drugs. Just natural cleansing gentle enough for daily use. | fleetnaturals.com 


Are you getting 
ready to start taking 
B Y HIV medicatons? 


Researchers from the Division 

of Infectious Diseases at the 
University of Minnesota are 
looking for HIV-- and HIV- people 
to participate in research studies. 


The aim of these studies is to 
find out why HIV persists and 
can't be cured with HIV drugs. 


You do not need to be on HIV 
drugs to qualify. 
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available and depending upon 
the study, you may be started 
on HIV drugs or your current 
drug regimen may be adjusted. 
Compensation and time 
requirements vary based on the 
study for which you may qualify. 
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Roya Moltaji 

| Special Needs Financial Planner, CFP®, ChFC®, CASL™ 
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www. FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 


Call Roya today at 952-769-2126. 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, NY, NY OD 
10166. Financial Planning offered through KS 
MetLife Securities, Inc., a registered investment "Lb 
adviser. L0511180680 [exp12/12] [MN] A 


For the if in life.? MetLife 


JOIN EXTRAS. 


yes, it really is that easy! 


EXTRAS MEMBER BENEFITS INCLUDE: 


i REMIUM EXPERIENCE SURCHARGE 
L REAL-D 3D TITLES 


SAME DAY, SAME VISIT ONLY, NO SUBSTITUTIONS 


AT BOX OFFICE ONLY 


AVAILABLE DURING MATINEES, BEFORE 6PM ONLY 


JOIN FOR FREE 


Register for EXTRAS online only at 
showplaceicon.com and pick up your 
EXTRAS Card at Guest Services. 


5: ICON 
TH E additional premium 


MONDAY - THURSDAY ONLY experience sirenarge 


applies for vip 21+ & 


FOR ALL SHOWS 8:30pm & LATER real-d 3d features. 


LavenderMagazine.com | 5 
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your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 
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PINSURANCE | 
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All your protection under one roof® 
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| A WORD IN EDGEWISE | by E.B. Boatner 


Hey, Look at This! 


WHILE REVIEWING the University of Minnesota Press's Larry 
Millett mystery books recently (Lavender, May 21), I was so intrigued 
by his historical knowledge of things Twin Citian and Minnesotan 
that I explored his Lost Twin Cities; Twin Cities Then and Now; and 
Strange Days and Dangerous Nights: Photos from the Speed Graphic 
Era, which made me consider our modern-day news policies. 

The Speed Graphic camera reigned in the American press from 
the 1930s through the 1950s, its large format presenting incredible 
clarity and detail in grisly homicide shots that were at that time dis- 
played front and center in the news. Newspapers today show less 
gore, but the trend is back, and rife on the Internet. 

“Watch: Two Horrific Crashes at Prestigious European Race” is 
typical of the little inserts inviting one to view mayhem and death. 
Ubiquitous technology and instantaneous dissemination, a populace 
armed with phone cameras and camcorders, now ensures that every- 
one can be a bearer of ill tidings, great or small. 

A few decades back, at the trial of Dan White in the San Francisco 
City Hall assassinations of Mayor George Moscone and Supervi- 
sor Harvey Milk, one glimpsed the inner courtroom spectacle only 
through court artists. 


Now, in the currently hot Casey Anthony proceedings—a mother 
accused of murdering Caylee, her 2-year-old daughter—everything 
is broadcast live, the public either viewing, or at the courthouse fight- 
ing for a seat. 

A few centuries back, crowds would walk from miles around to attend 
grisly public executions—and no doubt still would, given the chance. 

I'm not arguing for the suppression of information, rather for a 
personal consideration of how one receives and disseminates infor- 
mation—and with what intent. 

In early June of this year, a graphic video was displayed of the 
corpse of 13-year-old Hamza al-Khateeb, mutilated and killed while in 
custody by Syrian security officials. Outrage? Necessity? 

In 1955, when the body of 14-year-old Emmett Till, murdered in 
Mississippi, was returned to his mother for burial, she insisted on 
an open casket viewing, intentionally permitting press photographs. 
She stated that the shocking image of her son's battered face “dem- 
onstrated what racism looked like." 

Our ability to broadcast everything, watch everything, confers 
great power, but demands commensurate responsibility and caution 
lest we become simply a nation of mindless voyeurs and ghouls. O 


CLOUTIER & BRANDL^»-»a. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
Over 40 Years Combined Legal Experience. 


* Auto Accidents * Criminal Defense 

e Family/Divorce/Custody ° Domestic Partnerships 

* Second Parent Adoptions * Employment Discrimination 
* Wills & Trusts * Bankruptcy 


JeamBrandl 
Rainbow Families Member 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


612.332.5100 


www.cb-lawyers.com 
12 S. 6th St., Suite 510, Minneapolis, MN 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
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Full Financial & Legal planning for 
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An Independent Financial and Legal Firm 
200 Village Center Drive, Suite 700 
North Oaks, MN 55127 


651-633-5611 
www.harborgroupcommunity.com 


Securities offered through Harbour Investments, Inc. 
Member FINRA/SIPC 


| BITS AND PIECES | by Wanda Wisdom 


How Does My Garden Grow: 


WELL, HEY there, hi there, hello there, ladies! It’s me again, 
Wanda Wisdom. As you may recall, I'm your 36-year-old, delicious, 
sober, drag-queen hostess with the mostess! Summer is well under 
way, although with the weather we've been having, you'd be forgiven 
for thinking it was still springtime. That's Minnesota for you! 

In addition to being the original podcasting drag queen, I also 
hold the distinction of being the drag queen with the greenest thumb 
in all the land. Well, actually, I don't know that for sure, but I've yet to 
hear of another queen who composts. 

Anyway, I've found the act of planting a garden to be terribly ther- 
apeutic over the years. In addition to the calming powers proffered 
by digging in the dirt, I find myself marveling at the magic of Mother 
Nature. You stick a couple little plants in the soil, and after only a cou- 
ple months of minimal care, voila!—you have your very own farmer's 
market. It must be the city girl in me. Anytime I see food in its natural 
habitat beyond the walls of a big-box supermarket, I’m mesmerized. 

Wanda, Wanda, not Jane Fonda, how does your garden grow? With- 


out silver bells and cockleshells, that's for sure. No, this year's garden 
bounty is simple and straightforward. I have an herb garden full of 
basil, rosemary, thyme, mint, hyssop, and horseradish (which, did you 
know, is the 2011 herb of the year?). My vegetable garden is full of the 
thingsIlove to eat: tomatoes, peppers, onions, and beans. 

In addition, I've added peanuts to the list this year. I know, right? 
Peanuts. Who knew they grew in the ground? My secret garden fa- 
vorite is a tiny little sweet fruit called the ground cherry. Think tiny, 
yellow, sweet, husk tomato. A handful of these guys with some sugar 
make the perfect ice cream topping. 

Whether you garden yourself or benefit from the fruits of the la- 
bor of your friends and family, I hope you'll partake of Mother Na- 
ture's bounty as much as possible this summer. We have so little time 
to appreciate the season that it really behooves us to savor its delica- 
cies whenever we can. 

For pictures of my garden, head on over to «http:/ /wandawis 
dom.com>! O 


Dr. John Foley 


Medical Director 


i ) 


Life changing results ... without Multiple custom lasers to treat: 
spending your life savings. nearsightedness 
Save up to 50% every day on farsightedness 

Custom Wavefront LASIK. ASTIGMATISM 


CALL 866-685-5994 


Personalized follow-up 
vision care and 
FREE ENHANCEMENTS ... 
because we care. 


OR VISIT WWW.JOFFE.COM 


2311 Wayzata Boulevard South e Minneapolis, MN 55405 
TAKE THE PENN AVE EXIT OFF OF 394 


5495 LASI 


SAVE EVEN 
MORE WITH 
YOUR VISION 
CARE OR 
FLEX PLAN. 


ASK US HOW! 


Dur financing plans and 
Best Price Guarantee make 
LASIK affordable to more 
people than ever before. 


ACT BY 
JULY 31" B 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR 
FREE LASIK EYE EXAM 
AND FOR DETAILS 
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COMMENTARY | by Jeff Wilfahrt 


The Traditional 


Community 


My name is Jeff Wilfahrt. You may have run across my name recent- 
ly in relation to your community regarding the marriage amendment 
bill, which will now appear on the 2012 ballot in Minnesota. 

While not a member of your community, I'd like to throw out some 
thoughts for your consideration. In particular I'd like to address the 
lexicon of the day. 

I suggest you consider dropping the terms “gay” and “lesbian” from 
your self-reference. It seems that far too many heterosexuals immedi- 
ately jump to sexual imagery when they hear these terms. This has 
become evident to me in recent weeks while attending rallies at the 
State Capitol. Imagery also seems to dominate blog statements from 
the proponents of the bill. —> 


Corporal Andrew Wilfahrt. Photo Courtesy of Jeff Wilfahrt 


Iwin Cities Pride Board would like 
O thank all our volunteers, soonsors, 
>Xhibitors, runners, marchers and 
/eryone who made the 2011 
de Celebration a great success! 


Twin Cities Pride 
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HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Probate, Business, 
Civil Litigation, Domestic Partnerships, Wills and Trusts, 
Administrative Law, Real Estate, and Mediation. 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul * (651) 330-8508 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 


PLANS THAT 
FIT YOUR LIFE. 


Wherever you are in life, we have 
a health plan that fits your needs 
and your budget. 


Scan the code with 
your smartphone's 
QR code reader* 
to be connected 
instantly with a 
plan that works 
best for you. Call 
your Medica agent 
or 1-888-313-2951. 
Or visit us at 
medica.com/plan 


MEDICA. Personalize. Empower, trail 


*Need the QR reader app? Go to get.neoreadercom from your mobile phone 
to download a free app, them scan the code and get a quote. 


© 2011 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. 


When you look back at the efforts and achievements 

of LGBT men and women over the years, there's every 
reason to be proud. Not just once a year, but every day. 
Wells Fargo takes great pride in the diversity of the 
communities we serve. That's why we continue to make 
financial contributions to LGBT nonprofits, provide services 
specific to the needs of our LGBT customers and foster a 
work environment that doesn’t just accept differences, but 
celebrates them. Happy Pride. All year round. 


for LGBT Equality 
100% CORPORATE EQUALITY INDEX 
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COMMENTARY | 


From here on out, when asked about sexu- 
al orientation, I think you should answer with 
the term “traditional.” After all, homosexuality 
isn't a new thing—it is a tradition. Let's face it: 
The big argument on marriage is about tradi- 
tion, so you as a community should stake your 
claim to that verbiage as well. 

In the interest of fairness, I think the term 
"straight" should be changed in your com- 
munity as well to the term “missionary,” be- 
cause this will conjure image of a sexual posi- 
tion in the hetero community. Think of it as 
fair turnabout, and it will make more sense. 

Language is a big thing in our household. 
We actually have the Oxford English Diction- 
ary on our bookshelf, and it does get used. 
Our son, Andrew, whom we recently lost in 
Afghanistan, and who was indeed a member 
of your community, also loved language. His 
favorite term was “sentience.” I like that word, 
too. I’m glad he brought it into my lexicon. 

In fact, I like the term so well that on Me- 
morial Day, while his mother, brother, sister, 
and her friend stood graveside, I read aloud 


“Expostulation and Reply" by Wordsworth 
in memoriam to Andrew. I admit my voice 
cracked, and I could barely utter the last line, 
but I figure wherever he is now, whatever 
he is now, he knew the poem and what was 
intended. It was, after all, sentient in nature. 

If you like poems, you should check it out. 
Itis short, and only takes a minute or two to 
read. It takes a little longer to soak in, and 
I suggest you find a stone to sit upon while 
reading it. For yourself, just take a moment 
to be. 

Since I'm postulating a language change, 
Td like to throw another term in the trash. 
That term is “civil union." I don't like that 
phrase. I much prefer the use of "civil mar- 
riage." This seems to bring in so many other 
flavors. For example, we have “civil dis- 
course," “civil behavior," and that old tried- 
and-true term “civility.” 

There is another subtext to the use of civil 
as well, which is that it is a legal thing. So, 
by using “civil marriage," the religiosity of 
marriage is deferred, which renders it more 


of an implied legal thing. Let the churches 
have the term “marriage,” but let the public 
discourse on the amendment shift to “civil 
marriage” as the term of choice, at least as 
projected by your community. 

After all, citizenship is our common 
ground, and that resides in the legal realm. 
We are all citizens, and therefore should share 
all legalities, including “civil marriage.” 

Ill let it rest there. Ive shared my 
thoughts on the matter. I hope the traditional 
community (formerly known as LGBT) can 
begin to use this type of language about it- 
self. Selfishly speaking, then I can claim 
membership, too. 

Andrew’s photo was in the Traditional 
Pride Parade on June 26. The flag signed by 
the 3rd Platoon, which so dearly loved him, 
was there, too. O 


Jeff Wilfahrt is the father of Corporal Andrew Wilfahrt, 
552nd MP Company, who was killed in action in Kandahar, 
Afghanistan, on February 27, 2011. 


Expert Home Financing. Guaranteed. 


It's not just a tagline. It's a promise 


Dave's 


LENNOX) 


Heating & Air Conditioning 


With weather in Minnesota, you 
just never know... whether it’s -30° 
in July or 120? in December, we've 

got the services you need. 


that we back up — with cash. 


An approval from Residential Mortgage Group, 
a division of Alerus Financial, is backed by a 
$10,000 guarantee’ that your loan will close. 
Why are we able to be so bold? Because we've 


never failed to close a loan we said would Serving the Twin Cities Metro Area 


(763) 781-6901 


Reliable - Friendly 
Professional 


close! Contact me today to learn more about 
this Guaranteed Approval and our to-the-penny 
Guaranteed Closing Costs! 


A DIVISION OF 


RMG Alerus 


FINANCIAL 


Pat Gleason 


PREMIER DEALER 


RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE GROUP LEN 


orricE 952.847.9834 e-maiL pat@rmgmn.com 
patgleasononline.com 


Find us on 


Facebook 


facebook.com/davesheatingandairconditioning 


*Paid to the seller if RMG is unable to close based on the terms of our approval letter. 
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OVER 25 YEARS, SERVING UP SMILES 


Give your teeth 
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Before 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


PAUL 
AMBLE pps 


651.291.9667 www.dentistgrandavenue.com 


Give yourself 
«sso Nan haus Soh, needy NN 5540 the gift of 


612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 
20/20 vision: 


Drs. Matthew Sharpe 
and Omar Awad could 
r make it happen! 


Get to know your LasikP/us surgeons: | 
MarruEw Suarpe, M.D. anb Omar Awab, M.D. 
* Performed over 67,000 laser 


vision corrections combined 


* Use the latest, 100% bladeless 
LASIK technology 


* Offer guaranteed financing options** 


Call today to schedule your FREE LASIK EXAM: 


1(855)888-3937 


To learn more, visit LasikP/us.com 
EDINA * MAPLE GROVE * OAKDALE 


ee LasikPlus-» 


Imagine your life in focus 


©2011 LCA-Vision Inc. dba LasikPlus. "individual results will vary by patient. 
*Financing offer will be based on credit score. May require down payment 
and/or interest charges. See www.LasikPlus.com for details. 
GiStockphoto.com/lasikplus 
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GLASS Hosts North Country Classic XVIII 

On June 3-5, the Gay & Lesbian Amateur Sports Society (GLASS) hosted 
North Country Classic Tennis Tournament XVIII at the Baseline Tennis 
Center at the University of Minnesota. The Gay & Lesbian Tennis Alliance 
(GLTA) sanctioned the tournament, which included men's singles and 
doubles competition in the following divisions: Open, A, B, C, and D. 


(From left) Neal Burghardt, Codirector; Bruce McBride, Codirector; Chris Dale, Committee 
Member. Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


Pride Institute Celebrates 25th Anniversary 
Pride Institute marked its 25th anniversary with a celebration on June 
16 at its facility at 14400 Martin Drive, Eden Prairie. Bethany Snyder, 
Field Representative for Senator Al Franken, spoke at the event. In 1986, 
Pride Institute opened as the nation's first treatment center dedicated to 
providing services exclusively for the GLBT community. 


(From left) Rick Pliska, Pride Institute CEO; Nicky Simon-Burton; Pride Institute Director of 
Community Relations; Bethany Snyder, Field Representative for Senator Al Franken. 
Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


The Chuba Company Since 1972 Yemo deling 
Minnesota License 4 20628158 & renovation 


roofing | siding | windows 


custom design build 


remodeling & renovation 


remodels, additions, custom renovations 
for a free estimate: 763.441.4488 
www.chubaco.com 
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INTEGRITY EXPERIENCE RESULTS 
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e Extraordinary Container Gardens 
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* Distinctive pots and containers 
from around the world 


e Gift Cards 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


lg 
Garden Center, Flower Marts & Landscaping 


270 West Larpenteur Avenue 
St. Paul | 651.488.1927 


Visit us at Linders.com for more information. 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. e Minneapolis * (612) 822-0865 
www jerryaburg.com 


6 tow cities locations 
The Tile Shop 


tileshop.com 


granite í 
slate ; 
travertine : 
glass ; 
metal ; 
ceramic ; 
porcelain : 
tools & adhesives ; 

FREE DIY classes : 

EVERY SATURDAY 9:30am | 


m - f 7am to 9pm : 
sat 9am to 6pm : 


sun 11am to 5pm i 


COVER FEATURE | by E.B. Boatner 


Caring Through Beauty 
St. Croix Garden Tour 


Earmark July 16-17 for the 19th Annual St. Croix FamilyMeans Gar- 
den Tour, which will be in full bloom, Tour Chairman Tom DeGree said, 
with “eight gardens on the tour this year. The range is huge, from rain 
gardens that the Washington Conservation District helped design and 
will attend to answer questions, to gardens that are several acres in size.” 

Whatever your gardening skills or ambitions, DeGree empha- 
sized, “Most people enjoy the diversity among the gardens, because 
everyone can find something that would work in their own garden. 
All of the gardens are tended by the homeowners. No landscapers 
are paid to upkeep the gardens. Most garden owners will be available 
to answer questions, along with a Master Gardener at each garden.” 


Proceeds from the tour will benefit Fami- 
lyMeans, a Stillwater-based group whose 
mission is to strengthen communities by 
strengthening families. 

A family, according to the FamilyMeans 
mission statement, “consists of two or more 
people, whether living together or apart, re- 
lated by blood, marriage, adoption or com- 
mitment to care for one another.” 

The group has branch offices throughout 
the Twin Cities metro area, Southeastern 
Minnesota, and Western Wisconsin. 

Commenting on the tour, FamilyMeans 
Director of Development and Communica- 
tions Jennifer Snyder remarked, “Over the 
years, the Garden Tour has seen between 
800 and 1,200 visitors, depending on the 
year—and weather!—and has raised be- 
tween $12,000 and $15,000 for FamilyMeans 
programs each year.” 

This year’s gardens,” Snyder explained, 
“are in Stillwater, Oakdale, and Lake Elmo, 
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and some 120 volunteers, many of whom have 
been helping with the garden tour for years, 
some since the very first tour, will assist. Also, 
many of the tour’s garden owners continue to 
participate for years to come after their gar- 
dens are featured on the tour. Tom DeGree is 
a great example of this phenomenon.” 
DeGree noted that he and partner Dean 
Schlaak opened their garden to the tour sev- 
eral years ago, and, “This is the third year 
I have chaired the Garden Tour, because I 
support the mission of FamilyMeans.” 
Describing the FamilyMeans efforts, 
Snyder pointed out, “Last year, Family- 
Means served over 23,700 people through 
our programs. FamilyMeans helps make 
challenging times more bearable for people, 
whether they’re dealing with financial chal- 
lenges or issues with mental health, care- 
giving responsibilities, or workplace diffi- 
culties. FamilyMeans has worked to help 
families and individuals create stability in 


their lives, so they feel safe, loved, and fully 
able to participate in life.” 

The gardens themselves are widely var- 
ied, offering visitors with their own varied 
skills, acreage, and climactic situations a 
chance to glean ideas for their own domains. 
One of the eight has rain garden compo- 
nents. A master gardener will be stationed at 
each garden to answer questions about plant 
species and gardening techniques. 

Tom McPartlin and Dean Straka of Oak- 
dale own one of the featured gardens. 

McPartlin spoke for the couple recently: 


“We started 10 years ago with a quarter-acre 
blank slate—just an average-sized subur- 
ban lot. It has been a work in progress ever 
since, adding something new each year. We 
have run out of room for further expansion. 

“I have a degree in landscape design, and 
have been known to do some consulting," 
McPartlin continued. “Dean also enjoys 
working and learning in the gardens. After 
the initial plantings in the spring, we both are 
involved in the maintenance throughout the 
seasons. Surprisingly, there is minimal work 
to be done during the summer. Our biggest 


chore is to sit back with a cocktail, and en- 
joy the beauty as it attracts wildlife: birds, 
ducks, butterflies, and hummingbirds." 
McPartlin added, ^We became involved 
with FamilyMeans when Chairman Tom 
DeGree asked us to be a part of the tour. We 
are honored to open up our gardens and help 
out the community when it is for such a great 
cause. Gardening is our therapy, and allows 
us to express some creativity—a little way of 
bringing more beauty to this beautiful planet." 
McPartlin addressed all gardeners, con- 
fiding, *People need to understand that gar- 


dening is easy and relaxing. No matter how 
big or small your garden area is, how simple 
or complex, working in the garden is calm- 
ing and rewarding when you sit back and see 
the beauty you have created. One thing to 
remember is that a garden is never finished, 
and you can't make a mistake. If something 
doesn't work, or you're not happy with your 
results, simply move things around, and try 
something else." 

For more information, and to obtain 
tickets (free to children 12 and under), visit 
<www.familymeans.org>. O 
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LAVENDER LENS | Photos by Sophia Hantzes 


PRIDE GRAND MARSHAL RECEPTION AND ART SHOW AWARDS 
JUNE 10 


The Art Institutes International Minnesota, Minneapolis 
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FREE LEGAL 
CONSULTATION 


ü Criminal Defense 
ü Business & Civil Litigation 
QO) Wills and Powers of Attorney 


(651) 646-3755 | | 


www.rsjlaw.com 


« Honest answers and 
EC La. Crpert service at a 
EAM Gir price since 1917. 


üQ Family Law / Divorce 
QO Child Support 
Q Domestic Partnerships 


Randall S. Johnson 


Attorney at Law 


C Integrity Award 
2010 Winner 


S. MINNEAPOLIS e SAVACE e BLOOMINGTON 
DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS e CHASKA e EACAN 


Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 
Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 


JIDENTITIES EXPLORED 


A CELEBRATION OF ART FROM THE GLBT COMMUNITY 


" E- © Featured Artists: Connie Beckers, David Cook, Venus DeMars, 
ee Perry Ingli, Zoe Keller, Nick Minenko, James Michael Lawrence, 
I3 Larry Miller, Rachel Orman, Sarah Ruehmann, Christine Stark, 
Mike Welton, and Matthew Wettlaufer. Curated by Larry Miller. 


E SHOW RUNS THROUGH JULY 30TH 
Hennes 


hy; Company 


wwwhennesart.com 

1607 Hennepin Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
Monday-Saturday lOam-5pm 
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Featuring some of Minneapolis best gardens and local artists. Proceeds from this event LR SS ads dults: 
will help fund public art and garden projects in the Twin Cities. I 
Ki Á nde ee 
Tangletown Gardens 5353 Nicollet Ave So, Minneapolis, j WAT ache /e € Sth 
PODM GE Gallery 360 Minneapolis - Grand Hand Gallery St Paul, LAVENDER 1875 North rm Ave. S., Stillwater 
TOUR Swan Song Gallery Maiden Rock Wisconsin magazine.com 651-439-4840 ext. 4073 
and the Wise Acre Eatery Minneapolis SPONSOR 
ARTWORK CURRATED BY GALLERY 360, GRAND HAND GALLERY AND SWAN SONG GALLERY. THANKS TO SOLO VINO AND WISE ACRE EATERY FOR THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THIS EVENT. www.familymeans.org 
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LAVENDER LENS | Photos by Sophia Hantzes 


PRIDE BOAT CRUISE 
JUNE 18 


St. Croix River from Stillwater 
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Achieve legally enforceable results and 
peace through mediation or arbitration. 


PRIVATE DISPUTE RESOLUTION 


Patrick R. Burns, [MI Certified Mediator 
(612) 875-1022 | www.resolve.pro 


0 FLANNIGAN 


legg! 


Waterfront and Residential Properties throughout the St Croix River Valley, Extending to Lake Superior and Northwest Wisconsin. 


STOCKHOLM, WISCONSIN RETREAT PROPERTIES 
LAKE PEPIN VIEWS 


(53 
LAKE PEPIN VIEW: 

Whimsical compound designed by award winning 
architect James Stageberg as his private retreat. Set 
high on bluffs overlooking Lake Pepin the 
compound includes a main house, guest house, 
studio and garage. Structures are connected by 
s of paths through a lush perennial garden. 

Gorgeous views of Lake Pepin. 


DRAMATIC VIEWS OF LAKE PEPIN 
From this bluff home styled as a Rocky Mountain 
lodge. Soaring vaults accented with massive beams 
and stone fireplace dominate the main living area 
with excellent window placement for stunning views 
Nestled among towering pines for complete privacy. 


$895,000 


$750,000 


BEAUTIFUL VIEWS OF LAKE PEPIN 
From this newly constructed home located on the 
bluffs over Stockholm. Very private setting among 
towenng pines. Home has been beautifully 
finished featuring cherry floonng, cabinetry and 

rful screen porch from which to 
sand wildlife. Excellent value. 


DESIGNED BY DAVID SALMELA 
Designed by award winning architect David 
Salmela for Bill Stumpf this compound consisting 
of a series of white Scandinavian styled structure 
includes the main house, studio, guest cottage & 

ate garages. Located in the charming 
tockholm this property is ideal for year 


idency or weekend retreat. 
$599,000 


$999,000 
www.oflannigan.com * 651-430-7759 — m am 


Building LIFESTYLE 


Photogrz 


Building and remodeling unique 
Twin Cities homes 
for over 30 years. 


VUJOVICH 


DIES Gorn eB IUSSI SED 


612-338-2020 
www.vujovich.com 
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NEWS | by Kaitlyn E. Walsh 


Minnesotans United for All 
Families Debuts 


OUTFRONT MINNESOTA AND PROJECT 515 FOUND NEW COALITION TO BATTLE 
MARRIAGE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 


An amendment appearing on 
the November 2012 ballot will ask 
Minnesotans whether to embed 
discrimination based on sexual ori- 
entation in the state’s constitution. 
In the upcoming election, Minneso- 
tans will decide whether to define 
marriage as “only a union of one 
man and one woman.” 


Recently, Minnesotans United for All 
Families (MUAF) formed a coalition of or- 
ganizations, businesses, faith communities, 
elected officials, and others around the state 
to fight against the amendment, which some 
have called “un-Minnesotan.” 

MUAF is a campaign to get as many con- 
stituents to “vote no” on the amendment 
as possible, according to Campaign Leader 
Donald McFarland. 

“We are starting now to go after every 
single vote in Minnesota that we can,” Mc- 
Farland said. 

From door-knocking to fundraisers, 
MUAF hopes to educate Minnesotans, while 
working at every level to stop the amend- 
ment, McFarland explained. 

Some Minnesota politicians, including 
Governor Mark Dayton and State Senator 
Scott Dibble, have shown support. Hun- 
dreds of others have already donated time 
or money. 

OutFront Minnesota and Project 515, the 
founders of the coalition, will lead the effort, 
Project 515 Executive Director Ann Kaner-Roth 
said. She added that a broad grassroots effort 
will inform Minnesotans about the amendment, 
and get them to the polls on Election Day. 

“We really are energized to move forward 
in this battle,” Kaner-Roth noted. “As unfor- 
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Center Stage for Marriage Equality, June 20, Loring Theater, Minneapolis: (from left) Paul Anderton, Loring Theater 


Public Relations Director; Monica Meyer, OutFront Minnesota Executive Director; Donald McFarland, Minnesotans 
United for All Families Campaign Leader; Ann Kaner-Roth, Project 515 Executive Director; Ann Barberio, Loring 
Theater Booking Associate; Steve Barberio, Loring Theater Artistic Director. Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


tunate as it is that we have to fight it, I think 
we are ready to fight." 

Because same-sex marriage is not al- 
lowed in the state, Kaner-Roth observed that 
the amendment is somewhat redundant, but 
still does damage. 

“Functionally, it is a duplicative mea- 
sure," Kaner-Roth pointed out, but it gives 
“a different level of permanence that creates 
even more barriers and more difficulties for 
same-sex couples and their families." 

Kaner-Roth related, “We know that one 
of the most important things about the cam- 
paign is moving things forward in the Legis- 
lature that support equality for LGBT people 
and their families." 

OutFront Minnesota Executive Direc- 
tor Monica Meyer commented that while 
it is “heartbreaking” the amendment is on 
the ballot, it gives people a chance to talk 


to their families, neighbors, friends, and co- 
workers about the amendment and how to 
fight against it. 

Meyer remarked, "This is our chance, 
supporters of equality, to use this heightened 
visibility to have conversations to make Min- 
nesota a better place for all people. All over 
the state, we're saying this amendment is not 
Minnesotan. We believe in a state that really 
does celebrate all people. Vote against it, and 
make our community better while we do it." 

MUAF hit the ground running with its 
Center Stage for Marriage Equality fund- 
raiser on June 20 at the Loring Theater in 
Minneapolis, with Senators Scott Dibble and 
John Marty as featured speakers. 

'To learn more about Minnesotans United 
for All Families, visit <www.mnunited.org>. O 
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FILTERING OUT INEQUALIT Y 


ROKK Vodka congratulates GLAAD and all nominees. |  mükkPRoupLy supports 
As the National Presenting Partner of the GLAAD Media Awards, RÓKK is proud 


to celebrate outstanding images of the LGBT community in the media. g lac el 


IMPORTED 


RÖKK is owned by Diageo, who has again earned a perfect score in the 
annual Human Rights Campaign's Corporate Equality Index survey. 


2011 | for LGBT Equality 
100% CORPORATE EQUALITY INDEX PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 


©2011 Imported by Rokk Vodka., Norwalk, CT. 


(BIG GAY NEWS] by Bradley Traynor 


BIGGAYNEWS.COM: YOUR DAILY PODCAST OF GLBT WORLD NEWS! 


Tel Aviv Gay Pride Parade Draws 
Thousands 

The Guardian reports that thou- 
sands of people celebrated Gay 
Pride in Tel Aviv in early June. 
After the parade, people partied 
on Tel Aviv's Gordon Beach. Or- 
ganizers estimated the crowds 
at more than 100,000. 


French Parliament Rejects 
Same-Sex Marriage Bill 
The Associated Press reports 


that France’s National Assembly ' 


rejected a bill to legalize same- 
sex marriage. The measure 


failed in the French Parliament's | 


lower house by a vote of 293 to 
222. Opposition to the bill was 
led by President Nicolas Sar- 


kozy's ruling Conservative Party. | 


Croatian Leader Slams 
“Shameful” Gay Pride Parade 
Violence 


Radio Free Europe reports that 


has condemned violence at a 
gay rights march in the coastal 
city of Split. According to news 
accounts, 10,000 antigay pro- 
testers hurled rocks and bottles 
at the 200 people holding a Gay 
Pride parade. A dozen people 
were injured, among them four 
journalists. Josipovic said the 
violence was "not Croatia's real 
face." 


Utah's First Openly Gay 
Legislator Resigns 

The Salt Lake Tribune reports 
that Representative Jacki Bisk- 
upski, Utah's first openly gay 


legislator, has announced she 
is resigning her seat because 


! she intends to move out of the 
! district she currently represents. | 
Croatian President lvo Josipovic | 


She has served for the past 12 


| years. In the past 19 months, all 
! three of the state's openly gay 


legislators have resigned. 


i Disabled Gay Couple Kicked Out 
i of Kentucky Pool 

! The Kentucky Equality Fed- 

| eration says it's planning a 


protest over a gay couple with 


i developmental disabilities who 
! were allegedly kicked out of a 


recreational center in Hazard, 
Kentucky. A spokesman for the 


i couple said staff at the Hazard 


Pavilion told the couple to leave 


i the swimming pool because 


“gay people weren't allowed to 


swim there." The Hazard City At- 
torney stated, however, "There 
is a dispute as to the facts that 
transpired." 


Another Lesbian Blogger Admits 
He's A Man 

Following news that the author 
of a popular blog allegedly 
written by a Syrian lesbian was, 
in fact, a married heterosexual 
man, The Washington Post 
reports that the woman behind 
a popular gay and lesbian news 
blog, Lez Get Real, also is actu- 
ally a heterosexual man. Bill 
Graber admitted that he ran the 
site using his wife's identity for 
the past three years. Graber told 
the Post, “| didn't start this with 
my name because...! thought 
people wouldn't take it serious- 
ly, me being a straight man." He 
said he will turn the blog over to 
a lesbian contributor to the site. 


Suit Challenges Tennessee 
Antidiscrimination Limits 
Business Week reports that 
some of Nashville's City Council 
members and others are suing 
the State of Tennessee over 

a new law prohibiting local 
governments from creating an- 
tidiscrimination regulations that 
go beyond state protections. 
The law repealed a Nashville or- 
dinance that prevented discrimi- 
nation based on sexual orienta- 
tion. It also voided a Nashville 
school policy that protected 
GLBT students from bullying. 


Gay Teens More Likely to Smoke, Drink, Carry Guns 


——————p» Reuters reports that a new study from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) shows 
that gay, lesbian, and bisexual high school students are more likely than their heterosexual peers 
to smoke, drink alcohol, and carry guns. Howell Wechsler, Director of the CDC's Division of 
Adolescent and School Heath, told reporters, “We are very concerned that these students face 
such dramatic disparities for so many different health risks." Gay and lesbian students were 
twice as likely to have driven a car while drinking alcohol within the last 30 days, three times 

as likely to have smoked more than 10 cigarettes in a day during the previous month, and four 
times as likely to have carried a gun to school at least once during the previous month. O 
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| PERSPECTIVE | by Bradley Traynor 


Hotter than a Drag Queen at 
a Mormon Clambake 


Normally, a Minnesota summer in a nonelection year would be 
about as exciting, politically speaking, as, say, watching your grand- 


mother organize her coupons. 


'This year, however, an 18-month-long battle over a constitution- 
al marriage amendment is already well under way. Record-setting 
yet mildly hilarious and totally tragic is that not one but two highly 
conservative Minnesota Republicans are running for their party's 
presidential nomination. Plus, the prospect of a totally self-inflicted 
government shutdown looms just around the corner. 


So, the next few weeks of summer in Min- 
nesota are shaping up to be hotter than a drag 
queen at a Mormon clambake. Yes, that hot. 
Here I thought I was going to have a hard 
time finding locally relevant political topics 
to yammer on about over the next few issues. 

The epic miniseries that is the statewide 
constitutional-marriage-amendment debate 
(can we please find a snappy acronym for 
this thing already?) has begun in earnest, 
and the culture warriors have already start- 
ed their hand-wringing and teeth-gnashing. 

In early June, the Minnesota Campaign Fi- 
nance and Public Disclosure Board decided 
to take another look at whether corporations 
should be able to make contributions to ballot 
campaigns without revealing their donors. 

Basically, groups like the National Or- 
ganization for Marriage and the Minnesota 
Family Council prefer the status quo. They 
don’t want their donors to be made public. 
Td say that pretty much tells you which side 
of history they think they're on. In all fair- 
ness, however, their stated opposition to dis- 
closure is a bit more nuanced: fear. 

In state after state where this issue has 


come up, these organizations and others like 
them have argued that personal safety would 
be at risk and free speech frozen if their sup- 
porters were forced to account for their fi- 
nancial contributions. It's a good thing these 
guys weren't around in 1776, or we might 
never have known who signed the Declara- 
tion of Independence. 

It’s absolutely ludicrous to suggest that 
organizations shouldn't be transparent about 
their financial backers. This is America. If 
you have to hide in the shadows to stand up 
for what you believe in, then perhaps you 
either need to reevaluate your beliefs, or, 
more plainly, grow a pair. 

In other news, Minnesota’s answer to 
Anita Bryant, Michele “Crazy Eyes” Bach- 
mann, announced she’s running for Presi- 
dent. As someone who has been following 
her since her days of peeping on gay-rights 
rallies from behind the bushes, and fending 
off bathroom-bound lesbian kidnappers, I 
have to admit I’m beyond a little shocked 
that she has made it this far. I’m excited. No, 
seriously. Hear me out. 

While it would be far easier to decry the 


evils of Bachmann, and construct umpteen 
parallels between her rise to power and that 
of any number of history’s political scoun- 
drels and dastardly despots, I don’t see any 
reason to be unnecessarily alarmist. 

That’s because, quite frankly, Bachmann 
is arevolutionary without a revolution. She’s 
a Hitler without a Germany of the 1930s, or 
a Mao without a chaotic China of the 1940s. 
She’s like a burning ember that lands on a 
pile of wet newspapers—all spark, no sizzle. 

Unless, our economy implodes in the 
next year-and-a-half, this is Bachmann’s last 
greatest moment in American politics. It 
doesn’t get any better for her, and it doesn’t 
get any worse for us. Actually, it gets much 
better for us. By “us,” I mean those who en- 
joy watching a trainwreck. 

Think about it: 17 months for the Ameri- 
can media spotlight to shine its big, fat, ri- 
diculous, 24/7 tabloid laser beam on the 
likes of Michele “You Da Man” Bachmann. 
Comedians, bloggers, and a whole host of 
commentators, including yours truly, could 
not ask for a better wellspring of WTF. 

As for the impending government shut- 
down, let’s just say there’s nothing to say. 
Politicians playing politics is no surprise, but 
Minnesotans deserve better—especially the 
least among us who stand to suffer the most 
as a result of the gridlock. 

Think of what we could accomplish if we 
didn’t have to waste our time fighting same- 
sex marriage bans or progress-sucking 
blowhards like Bachmann. The mind reels. 
In the meantime, I'll keep writing, and I hope 
you'll keep reading. O 
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CATERING & EVENTS 


Permanent 


Award-winning catering, event planning 
and memorable spaces for every occasion! 


Apples Catering . Perfect Host Catering . Mintáhoe Beverage Services 
Picnics Plus! . Nicollet Island Pavilion . Van Dusen Mansion & Events Center 
Minneapolis Central Library . Château at Medicine Lake 
Minnesota Boat Club . Saint Croix National Golf & Event Center 
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Syphilis is extremely infectious. It can destroy your health and ruin your life. 
So learn the symptoms, get regular testing and use condoms. Always. STOP 
To find out where to get tested, go to StopSyphMN.com or search SYPH 

Stop Syph MN on Facebook. MINNESOTA 
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ARTS | by John Townsend 


Nest Side Story 


Actor Stephen-DeRosa Discusses SITUE Laurents 
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Photo by Joan Marcus 


T SIDE STORY REFWECTS:THE GAY SENSIBILITY OF ARTHUR LAURENTS, 


WHO WROTE THE MUSICALS BOOK AND DIRECTED ITS ORIGINAL PRODUCTION. 


WHEN YOU see West Side Story at the Or- 
pheum, take a moment to reflect on openly 
gay Arthur Laurents, who passed away May 
5 at 93. He wrote the musical’s book, and di- 
rected its original production. Moreover, for 
this Grammy-nominated Broadway revival, 
now touring nationally, his original direction 
has been used by director David Saint. Origi- 
nal lyricist Stephen Sondheim was also part 
of the revival rehearsal process. 

Stephen DeRosa, who plays Glad Hand, 
the teacher in the musical’s gang-stricken 
ghetto, is not only a Broadway veteran (Into 
the Woods, Hairspray), but also someone who 
knew Laurents and his career well. 

De Rosa shares, “Arthur wrote the book 
in 1957, and cocreated it with three other 
brilliant gay Jews at their peak: choreogra- 
pher Jerome Robbins, lyricist Stephen Sond- 
heim, and composer Leonard Bernstein.” 

As De Rosa explains, “We actually worked 
directly with Arthur on this production. He 
was there for casting. He was there for the first 
week of rehearsal, and for the last week of re- 
hearsal, and for the whole tech. This is the sec- 
ond revival of the show in Broadway history.” 

DeRosa adds that an intimate friend of Lau- 
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rents’s who had seen a Spanish-language pro- 
duction of the classic gave him the idea of in- 
corporating Spanish language into the revival. 
Though Spanish takes up less than 10 percent 
of the show, it gives the play a new, raw edge. 

Sondheim, who is still alive, also took the 
opportunity to make some changes. 

DeRosa observes, “He was really excit- 
ed to work with Lin-Manuel Miranda, who 
worked with him on rewriting some of the 
lyrics in Spanish with a new feel for three 
of the numbers: “A Boy Like That,” “I Feel 
Pretty,” and a part of a quintet sequence.” 

In 1957, West Side Story blew the lid off 
contemporary race issues, unlike previous 
Broadway musicals. Though works like 
Showboat and South Pacific decried racism, 
West Side Story raised the stakes. 

Two years later, Laurents wrote Gypsy, re- 
garded by many as his masterpiece. He also 
directed the first Broadway production of La 
Cage Aux Folles, The Musical in 1983. 

Well before these, Laurents probed ho- 
moeroticism in his 1948 screenplay for Al- 
fred Hitchcock’s Rope. Laurents’s ground- 
breaking play Home of the Brave (1949), 
which addressed anti-Semitism in the US 


military, is still a consummate inquiry into 
male intimacy. 

In 1973, Laurents shocked Hollywood 
and Wall Street with The Way We Were, show- 
ing that a critical view of McCarthyism could 
be a box-office smash. According to DeRosa, 
Barbra Streisand’s character in the film con- 
tains much of Laurent’s own personality. He 
gave Streisand her big break in 1962 with I 
Can Get it For You Wholesale. 

Targeted by the House Un-American 
Activities Committee, Laurents discusses 
his political activism, military service, and 
homosexuality in his memoir Original Story. 

Laurents's screenplays for The Way We 
Were and The Turning Point won the Writers 
Guild of America Award. His The Turning 
Point (1977) brought ballet to the American 
masses like no other film before. 

It’s as if everything Laurents touched 
moved forward the evolution of culture. O 


West Side Story 

July 12-17 

Orpheum Theatre 

910 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 

(800) 982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


ENTARALLING AND ELECTRIC!" 


- THE NEW YORK TIMES 
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GRAMMY AWARD-WINNING NEW CAST ALBUM 
AVAILABLE ON MASTERWORKS BROADWAY 


WESTSIDEONTOUR.COM 


July 12-17 


ORPHEUM THEATRE e MINNEAPOLIS 


IN PERSON: State Theatre Box Office (no service fees) or any Ticketmaster outlet 
BY PHONE: 800.982.2787 GROUPS OF 10+ SAVE! 612.373.5665 


ONLINE: HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


PRESENTED BY 
HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 
STATE * ORPHEUM * PANTAGES nnus ACROSS AMERICA 


Oh, the Humanity and other good 
intentions — In playwright Will Eno's 
world, an overly masculine football 

coach laments a failed season. An airline 
spokeswoman is insenstive to crash victims. 
Members of a dating service open up about 
deep desires. Actor Christopher Kehoe 
says, "None of these folks are experts in 
public relations, so often, what's coming out 
of their mouths is something human and 
tactless." Natalie Novacek directs Kehoe, 
Mo Perry, and Matt Sciple, who deliver 
most of their performances solo. Through 
July 24 * Intermedia Arts, 2822 
Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls. * (612) 872- 
4223 * www.intermediaarts.org 
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God of Carnage. Photo by Paul Kolnic 


God of Carnage — Director John Miller-Stephany harvests the 
laughs in Yazmina Reza's 2009 Tony-winner. Two middle-class 
straight couples play a blame game over a playground altercation 


between their sons. Bill McCallum and Tracey Maloney portray Oh, the Humanity and other good tatentións. 

a corporate couple benefiting from pharmaceutical profiteering. Photo by Richard Fleischman Photography 

Chris Carlson and Jennifer Blagen contrast them as a socially 

conscious pair plagued with self-righteousness. Though the ac- The Cherry Orchard — Anton 

tors skate over the Albee-esque savagery beneath the text, they're Chekhov's last play captures the 
hilarious! Through Aug. 7 * Guthrie Theater, 818 S. 2nd SUP Mpls. g essence of how Russian aristocracy, 
(612) 377-2224 e www.guthrietheater.org and by extension, upper classes 


throughout Europe, lost their financial 
and psychological footing roughly a 
decade before World War I and the 


Waiting for Godot— Irish playwright Samuel Beckett Russian Revolution. The National 
(1906-1989) captured the world’s overwhelming sense Theater of Great Britain transmits 
of alienation and disillusionment following World War II, in hig h definition the acclaimed Zoe 


when the Cold War was beginning. The Father of Absurdist 
Theater, he interpreted a collectively unconscious feeling in danisi that f t t 
that humankind was adrift in an essentially godless TI enla ti at her a556 > are en TOULE 
universe. On Waiting For Godot (1953), Beckett's most to liquidation. Set in 1904, it debuted 
famous play, director Ryan Ripley muses, “As absurd as the same year, just 43 years after 

the characters are, there is something very recognizable in Russian serfs were ema ncipated. 

their struggle against meaninglessness.” Through July 23 July 18 e Guthrie Theater, 818 S. 2nd 
* Hollywood Theater, 2815 Johnson Ave. NE, Mpls. St., Mpls. e (612) 377-2224 * www. 

. (612) 874-9321 * www.theatreprorata.org guthrietheater.org [E 


Wanamaker as Ranyeskaya, an elitist 


Waiting for Godot. 
Photo by Charlie Gorrill 
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Cam 
It’s all about the waddle. 3M Penguins of the African Coast. Opens July 9th. S Zin MINNESOTA ZOO 
SY 


mnzoo.org 


[ARTS SPOTLIGHT] by John Townsend 


[ PHOTOGRAPHY AND FILM ] 


| 


Exposed. Courtesy of Walker Art Center 


Exposed: Voyeurism, Surveillance, and 
The Camera Since 1870 — This is perhaps 
the most transgressive and haunting Walker 
exhibition ever. Right-wingers will shrink from 
its frank exposure of American militarism and 
espionage. Lefties will squirm over Yoko Ono’s 
film Rape, which some will understandably 
see as the undue harassment of a woman by a 
woman. 

Organized by the San Francisco Museum 
of Modern Art and the Tate Modern, Exposed 
boldly challenges notions of privacy and 
Y propriety with images that evoke sexuality, 
institutionalized violence, and seriously 
questionable surveillance techniques. 

A stark example is Surveillance Photgraphs 
of Militant Suffragettes (1913) from the Criminal 
Records Office in Great Britain. As if to remind us 
that surveillance has increased exponentially over 
the past century, the exhibit contains various other 
unsettling examples of government intrusion. 

Walker patrons become second-person 
voyeurs. Watch Andy Warhol’s 1964 film Blow Job, 
then walk a short way to see legendary photos 
from Vietnam by Eddie Adams and Nick Ut, only 
a few feet away from harrowing reflections of the 
darkest moments the Kennedy family endured. All 
are from the same decade. 

Some sexual images are intrusive, some clearly 
deliberate, with the subject fully aware. Shot below 
the neck, in gay icon Robert Mapplethorpe’s Man 
in a Polyester Suit (1980), an uncut penis hangs 
matter-of-factly outside the zipper. 

Man Ray’s sensuous The Transvestite Barbette, 
Paris (1926), from a series commissioned by Jean 


Cocteau, documents the illustrious transvestite performer’s illusional process from male to 
female. Though this photo is no longer scandalous, one senses the transgressive spirit. Indeed, 
nowadays, the sexual images may be less controversial than other images in Exposed! 
Through Sept. 18 * Walker Art Center, 1750 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. * (612) 375- 


7600 * www.walkerart.org 


[ Theater ] 


Twelfth Night. Photo Courtesy of The Strange Capers 


Twelfth Night Or What You 

Will — Randy Reyes and Eric 

Powell Holm, who have created 

remarkable queer performance 
work, codirect William Shake- 
speare's 1602 crossgender comedy 
for The Strange Capers troupe. It's 
performed outdoors in one of our 
great gayborhoods. Reyes explains, 
“We've set the play in a beach town 
to take full advantage of the natural 
beauty of Powderhorn Park.” On 
the content, Holm notes, “It’s about 
unrequited love, about falling 
desperately for someone who can 
never love you back. Shakespeare 
paints a masterpiece about that un- 
requited feeling: ‘For me, we would 
be perfect together, but for you, I’m 
not even a possibility." July 9-31 * 
Powderhorn Park, 3400 15th Ave. 
S., Mpls. e www.thestrangecapers. 
com 


[ Dance ] 4—— ——— 


All Sparkle, No Heart — Genderbending trio Mad King Thomas stirs up the Walker Art 
Center/Southern Theater Momentum: New Dance Works 2011 series. Performer Theresa 
Madaus says this piece "addresses the glamorized construction of femininity, and its re- 

lation to power and fame. We've been fascinated by the impact of blond celebrities and 
the replaceable nature of these icons. We're also working with images ripped from the 
suffragists. Why are a bunch of chicks in pantaloons on bicycles relevant to today? We're 
not sure, but there's something to be mined in the first-wave feminists, as we staunchly 
align ourselves with third-wave freedom and choice." July 14-16 * Southern Theater, 
1420 Washington Ave. S., Mpls. * (612) 340-1725 - www.southerntheater.org O 


Mad King Thomas. 
Photo Courtesy of Walker Art Center 
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the Joiners Fee' in July 


The YWCA of Minneapolis' welcoming, inclusive facilities offer something for every- 
one. Each week there are over 230 classes offered free with your membership. 


eliminating racism Cc a 
empowering women 
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MINNEAPOLIS 


DOWNTOWN RESOU RCE 


Minneapolis Condos | Lofts 


CONDO OR LOFT BUYERS: 


HOW TO AVOID PAYING TOO MUCH 


Whether you’re a first-time buyer or an old pro at the real estate game, 
buying a home can be a daunting process. It’s an emotional time filled with 
difficult choices, and each decision you make has money riding on it. 


To order this FREE report email Joe@DRGMpls.com 
or call 855.777.7225 ext: 103 today. 


DOWNTOWN 
RESOURCE JOE GRUNNET 
Condos | Lofts Youn comen a corr exrenr 
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| MUSIC | by Ed Huyck > 


Bon lver 


BON IVER 

—— —» The gentle, Wisconsin- 
cabin-recorded vibe of Bon lver's 
debut is replaced by something more 
expansive on this somewhat-typical 
"difficult" second album. Bandleader 
Justin Vernon still employs a soft, 
distant, almost-vague singing voice 

on these 10 tracks, but throughout the 
set, you can hear plenty of additional 
influences, including the "70s soft rock 
that followed the original folk explosion 
of the 1960s. At times, all this threatens 
to derail the album, as the extra layers 
take a band known for its sparseness, 
and make them sound like any one of a 
million other modern indie-rock bands. 
It all takes away from the original's 
stripped-down beauty without laying 

a new foundation. But enough of it 
works, such as the angelic "Wash," to 
make it worthwhile. 


4 
BEYONCE 


—— —» The pop world has changed since the last time Ms. 
Fierce brought out an album—things that start with “Lady” and 
end with “Gaga.” You can hear the Egg’s influence throughout 
4, especially on the album's back half, when Beyonce lets go of 
the standard modern R&B for some songs with a bit of oddball 
kick. First, there's some love by numbers (literally in the album 
opener “1+1”), followed by similar-sounding breakups. She 
doesn’t embrace these moments of eccentricity entirely, but it 
was a pleasant surprise to be reminded of the likes of Tori Amos, 
M.I.A. (on the wonderfully bizarre “Countdown”), and Gaga her- 
self amid the usual love song/breakup song/Tm-a strong-fierce- 
woman song cycle that has typified Beyonce’s past albums. 


Born This Way 

LADY GAGA 

— —- A delay in obtaining a copy 
of this album meant | couldn't get my 
review in time for the Pride Edition, 
but it's to Lady Gaga's benefit. Initially 
rather cool to it, l've found it has grown 
on me in ways that her debut never 
managed to do. Gaga's mix of personal 
politics and shock imagery (really, 

she looks like a refugee from Marilyn 
Manson's band) sometimes overshad- 
ows a bright pop artist—one who can 
make "Judas" funky, and create the 
best Madonna-like songs for at least 
two decades. The pro-be-who-you-are 
message shouldn't be lost. | would 
have loved this album to death when 

| was 16, because there would have 
been a voice saying being odd is really, 
really cool. 


Gloss Drop 

BATTLES 

—— — What to do when your 
singer leaves the band? For experimen- 
tal post-punk/dance rockers Battles, it's 
simply don't bother. Most of the band's 
sophomore release is instrumental, 
and the remaining trio power their 
way through a compelling set of brittle 
guitar work and propulsive rhythms, 
fueled by percussion that owes as 
much to the sharp melodies of the steel 
pan as a traditional kit. When vocals 
are needed, some heavy hitters are 
involved, including electronic-dance 
godfather Gary Numan, who sings the 
appropriately titled "My Machines." 
Elsewhere, Kazu Makino of Blonde 
Redhead and Yamataka Eye (from 
legendary Japanese noise rockers the 
Boredoms) bring their own signature 
vocals to the music. L1 
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WHO WILL 
CREATE TOMORROW'S 
SOUNDTRACK? 


NEW! 
FOC MAP.COM 


5 ENDS OF COMMU! 
WHEN YOU CAN'T FIND IT, FOC IT! 


NOW OFFERING 
Supporting AUDIO PRODUCTION 


undiscovered ENROLL NOW 
612.332.3361 
bands one www.aim.aii.edu 
rent check 
at a time. 


The Art Institutes International 
Minnesota” 


21204002145 CREATE TOMORROW 
*RADIO M: ği T 


Online at RadioK.org loe 
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ON THE TOWN 


JUNE-JULY 


CALENDAR 


We S t S Ide S to r y. Photo by Joan Marcus 


Note: This calendar includes events 
formerly in the Bar Calendar. 


CONvergence 2011 (Science Fic- 
tion). Through July 3. Sheraton 
Bloomington Minneapolis South, 
7800 Normandale Blvd., Blooming- 
ton. <www.convergence-con.org>. 


Local Author Event: Jessie Chan- 
dler. 6:30 PM. Valley Booksellers, 
217 Main St. N., Stillwater. <www.jes 
siechandler.com>. 


Symphony For The Cities. 8 PM. 
Minnesota Orchestra @ Lake Park 
Bandshell, Winona. <www.minneso 
taorchestra.org>. 


Head Dressed: Paintings by Toni 
Gallo. Through July 31. Opening Re- 
ception July 8. Rosalux Gallery, 1224 
2nd St. N., Mpls. <www.rosaluxgallery. 
com> or <www.tonigallo.com>. 


Skits!. Through July 9. Brave New 
Workshop Student Union @ Brave 
New Workshop Theatre, 2605 Hen- 
nepin Ave. S., Mpls. (612) 332-6620. 
<www.bravenewworkshop.com>. 


Electric Eye Fireshow. 9 PM. Infiam- 
mati Fire Circus/Bedlam Theatre @ 
Grumpy's, 1111 Washington Ave. S., 
Mpls. <http://bedlamtheatre.org>. 


Lip Service. 9 PM. Town House, 1415 
University Ave. W., St. Paul. (651) 646- 
7087.<www.townhousebar.com>. 


A Star-Spangled Salute to America!. 
8 PM. Minnesota Orchestra @ Orches- 
tra Hall, 11th St. & Marquette Ave., 
Mpls. (612) 371-5656. <www.minne 
sotaorchestra.org>. 


Symphony For The Cities. 8:30 PM. 
Excelsior Commons, Excelsior. <www. 
minnesotaorchestra.org>. 


Fresh Ink: What's the Word For?. 
Through July 10. Illusion Theater, 528 
Hennepin Ave., 8th Fir., Mpls. (612) 
339-4944. «www.illusiontheater. 
org». 


Street Scene. Through July 30. Girl 
Friday Productions @ Minneapolis 
Theatre Garage, 711 W. Franklin Ave., 
Mpls. (612) 729-1071. <www.girlfri 
dayproductionscom>. 


The Fantasticks. Through July 31. 
Theatre in the Round, 245 Cedar Ave., 
Mpls. (612) 333-3010. www.theatrein 
theround.org>. 


Milly and Tillie. Through July 24. 
Open Eye Theatre, 506 E. 24th St. 
Mpls. <www.openeyetheatre.org>. 


A Night In Vienna. 8 PM. Minnesota 
Orchestra @ Orchestra Hall, 11th St. 
& Marquette Ave., Mpls. <www.min 
nesotaorchestra.org>. 


Patio Nights Featuring Matthew 
Inkala & The Hostages. 7:30 PM. 
Minnesota Museum of American Art 
@ City House, Upper Landing Park, 
Shepard Rd. & Old Chestnut St., St. 
Paul. July 8. (651) 797-4057. <www. 
mmma.org>. 


YOLO. 9 PM. Town House, 1415 Uni- 
versity Ave. W., St. Paul. (651) 646- 
7087. <www.townhousebar.com>. 


3M Penguins of the African Coast. 
Permanent Exhibit Opening. Min- 


nesota Zoo, Apple Valley. (952) 431- 
9500. <http://mnzoo.org>. 


Mendelssohn Violin Concerto. 8 PM. 
Minnesota Orchestra @ Orchestra 
Hall, 11th St. & Marquette Ave., Mpls. 
<www.minnesotaorchestra.org>. 


Mimosa Movies: Cabaret.5 PM.Loring 
Theater, 1407 Nicollet Ave., Mpls. (612) 
353-6781. «www.loringtheater.com». 


Minnesota Lynx Home Game: Lynx 
vs. Sun. 7 PM. Target Center, Mpls. 
<www.wnba.com/lynx>. 


North Star Gay Rodeo Association 
Dance. 8 PM. James Ballentine VFW, 
2916 Lyndale Ave. S., Mpls. <www. 
nsgra.org>. 


Saboteur. Through Aug. 3. Walking 
Shadow Theatre @ Undisclosed Se- 
cret Location in NE Mpls. <www.walk 
ingshadowcompany.org>. 


Taste of Stillwater. 11 AM. St. Croix 
Vineyards, Stillwater. <www.tasteof 
stillwater.com>. 


TNT Show. 9 PM. Town House, 1415 
University Ave. W., St. Paul. (651) 646- 
7087. <www.townhousebar.com>. 


Twelfth Night Or What You Will. 
Through July 31. The Strange Capers 
€ Powderhorn Park, 3400 15th Ave. 
S, Mpls. «www.thestrangecapers. 
com». 


Twin Cities’ Roots, Rock & Deep 
Blues Music Festival. 2 PM. Patrick's 
Cabaret, 3010 Minnehaha Ave. S., 
Mpls. (612) 724-6273 or «www.pat 
rickscabaret.org>. 


Chamber Music with Osmo Vanskd.7 
PM. Minnesota Orchestra @ Orchestra 


Hall, 11th St. & Marquette Ave., Mpls. 
<www.minnesotaorchestra.org>. 


Northern Lights Women’s Softball 
League Games. Taft No. 1, Richfield: 
3:30 PM, OctoFusion vs. Players; 4:35 
PM, Players vs. Master Batters; 5:40 PM, 
The Hassles vs. Where My Pitches At!; 
6:45 PM, The Hassle vs. Master Batters. 
Taft No. 2: 3:30 PM, TC Kings vs. Full 
Spectrum; 4:35 PM, BLUSH vs. X-Factor; 
5:40 PM, X-Factor vs. Coale’s Campers; 
6:45 PM, Foxy Boxes in Soxes vs. Sweet 
Nuggets. For more info, Schmell at «nl- 
wsl_schmell@comcast.net>. 


9 to 5: The Musical. Through July 
17. Ordway Center for the Perform- 
ing Arts, 345 Washington St., St. Paul. 
(651) 224-4222. <www.ordway.org>. 


Minnesota Lynx Home Game: Lynx 
vs. Mercury. Noon. Target Center, 
Mpls. <www.wnba.com/lynx>. 


Nanci Yermakoff—Transparent Spac- 
es. Through Sept 9. Opening Reception 
July 14. Nina Bliese Gallery, 225 S. 6th 
St, Ground Flr, Mpls. (612) 332-2978. 
<www.ninabliesegallery.com>. 


West Side Story. Through July 17. 
Hennepin Theatre Trust @ Orpheum 
Theatre, 910 Hennepin Ave. Mpls. 
(800) 982-2787. «www.hennepinthe 
atretrust.org». 


All Sparkle, No Heart. Through July 
16. Part of Momentum: New Dance 
Works 2011. Southern Theater, 1420 
Washington Ave. S., Mpls. (612) 340- 
1725. «www.southerntheater.org». 


Fresh Ink: No Place Called Home. 
Through July 17. Illusion Theater, 528 
Hennepin Ave. 8th Flr, Mpls. (612) 
339-4944. <www.illusiontheater.org>. 
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God of Carnage. Photo by Paul Kolnik 
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Minnesota Red Ribbon Ride. 
Through July 17. «www.redribbon 
ride.org>. 


Rochester Pridefest: Happy Hour. 
5 PM. Wicked Moose Bar and Grill, 
1201 Eastgate Dr. SE, Rochester. 
<www.glcsmn.org>. 


Dragged Out. 9:30 PM. Town 
House, 1415 University Ave. W., St. 
Paul. (651) 646-7087. <www.town 
housebar.com>. 


Ex-Gays. Through July 30. Savage 
Umbrella Theater @ Matthews Park 
Community Bldg., 2313 29th Ave. S., 
Mpls. <www.savageumbrella.org>. 


Foam Party. Gay 90's, 408 Hen- 
nepin Ave., Mpls. (612) 333-7755. 
<www.gay90s.com>. 


Love Letters. Through July 31. Yel- 
low Tree Theatre, 320 5th Ave. SE, 
Osseo. (763) 493-8733. <http://yel 
lowtreetheatre.com> 


Rochester Pridefest: Block Party. 
6 PM. Peace Plaza, Downtown Roch- 
ester. <www.glcsmn.org>. 


Rochester Pridefest: Main Event. 
11 AM. Peace Plaza, Downtown 
Rochester. <www.glcsmn.org>. 


Rochester Pridefest: Bear BBG 
and Fund-raiser.5 AM. Private Loca- 
tion, Rochester. <www.glcsmn.org>. 


Rochester Pridefest: Dragagonza. 
8 PM. Wicked Moose Bar and Grill, 
1201 Eastgate Dr. SE, Rochester. 
«www.glcsmn.org». 


Rochester Pridefest: LGBT Pride- 


Themed Church Services. 8:30 AM 
& 11:30 AM. Peace United Church 
of Christ, 1503 2nd Ave. NE, Roches- 
ter. «www.glcsmn.org». 


Rochester Pridefest: LGBT Pride 
Church Service. 10 AM. First Uni- 
tarian Universalist Church, 1727 
Walden Ln. SW, Rochester. «www. 
glcsmn.org>. 


Singles Pool Tournament. 4 PM. 
19 Bar, 19 W. 15th St., Mpls. (612) 
871-5553. 


Absentee Landlord. Curated by 
John Waters. Through Mar. 4. Walker 
Art Center, 1750 Hennepin Ave., 
Mpls. (712) 375-7600. «www.wal 
kerart.org>. 


Alexa Horochowski: Cloud Cave. 
Through July 4. Burnet Art Gallery, 
Le Méridien Chambers Minneapo- 
lis, 901 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. (612) 
767-6900. <www.lemeridiencham 
bers.com>. 


Beginners. Through July 6. Edina 
Cinema, 3911 W. 50th St., Edina. 
(651) 649-4416. <www.landmark 
theatres.com/market/minneapolis/ 
uptowntheatre.htm>. 


A Copper Forest—Knitted By 
Hand. Through July 12. Susan 
Hensel Gallery, 3441 Cedar Ave. S., 
Mpls. (612) 722-2324. <www.susan 
henselgallery.com>. 


David Malcolm Scott: Minnesota/ 
West. Through July 9. Nina Bliese 
Gallery, 225 S. 6th St., Ground Flr., 
Mpls. (612) 332-2978. «www.nin 
abliesegallery.com>. 


The Demon Barber of Fleet Street. 
Through Aug. 27. Minnesota Cen- 
tennial Showboat, Harriet Island, St. 


Paul. (651) 227-1100. <www.show 
boat.umn.edu>. 


Dinner with the Tsars: Imperial 
Russian Porcelain. Through Aug. 7. 
The Museum of Russian Art, 5500 
Stevens Ave. S., Mpls. (612) 821- 
9045. <www.tmora.org>. 


Esperanza. Through July 28. Gor- 
don Parks Gallery, Library and 
Learning Center, Metropolitan 
State University, 645 E. 7th St., St. 
Paul. Erica at (651) 793-1631. «Erica. 
rasmussen@metrostate.edu>. 


Facing the Lens: Portraits of Pho- 
tographers. Through Aug. 28. Min- 
neapolis Institute of Arts, 2400 3rd 
Ave. S., Mpls. (888) 642-2787.<www. 
artsmia.org>. 


A Funny Thing Happened on the 
Way to the Forum. Through July 24. 
Jungle Theater, 2951 Lyndale Ave. 
S, Mpls. (612) 822-7063. «www. 
jungletheater.com>. 


God of Carnage. Through Aug. 7. 
Guthrie Theater, 818 S.2nd St., Mpls. 
(612) 377-2224. <www.guthriethe 
ater.org». 


H.M.S. Pinafore. Through Aug. 28. 
Guthrie Theater, 818 S.2nd St., Mpls. 
(612) 377-2224. «www.guthriethe 
ater.org». 


Identities Explored: A Celebration 
of Art from the GLBT Community. 
Through July 30. Hennes Art Com- 
pany, 1607 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 436-2077. <www.hennesart. 
com>. 


Jesus Christ Superstar. Through 
July 30. Chanhassen Dinner The- 
atres. 501 W. 78th St., Chanhassen. 
(952) 934-1500. <www.chanhas 
sentheatres.com>. 


The Marvelous — Wondrettes. 
Through July 24. Plymouth Play- 
house, 2705 Annapolis Ln. N., Plym- 
outh. (763) 553-1600. «www.plym 
outhplayhouse.com>. 


Mass Portrait: New Work by 
Anna Tsantir and Daniel Luedtke. 
Through July 23. X Y and Z Gal- 
lery, 3258 Minnehaha Ave. S., Mpls. 
<www.thexyandz.com>. 


Nan Golden's The Ballad of Sexual 
Dependency. Through Oct. 16. Part 
of exhibition Exposed: Voyeurism, 
Surveillance, and the Camera Since 
1870. Walker Art Center, 1750 Hen- 
nepin Ave., Mpls. (712) 375-7600. 
<www.walkerart.org>. 


Oh, the Humanity and other good 
intentions. Through July 24. Inter- 
media Arts, 2822 Lyndale Ave. S., 
Mpls. (612) 872-4223. <www.inter 
mediaarts.org>. 


Ordway Summer Dance Series. 
Through Aug. 4. Landmark Plaza, 
5th & Market Sts., St. Paul. (651) 224- 
4222. <www.ordway.org>. 


Panic. Through July 10. Park Square 
Theatre, 20 W. 7th PI., St. Paul. (651) 


291-7005. | «www.parksquarethe 
atre.org». 
Same-Sex Ballroom Dancing. 


Tuesdays, 6:30-8 PM. Through Aug. 
2. Loring Theater, 1407 Nicollet Ave., 
Mpls. (612) 353-6781. «www.loring 
theater.com>. 


Shades of Red: The Evolution of 
Early Soviet Art. Through Sept. 15. 
The Museum of Russian Art, 5500 
Stevens Ave. S., Mpls. (612) 821- 
9045. <www.tmora.org>. 


Torch Song Trilogy. Through July 3, 
Workhouse Theatre Co. @ The War- 
ren—An Artist Habitat, 4440 Osseo 
Rd., Mpls. (612) 216-1583. <www. 
workhousetheatre.org>. 


Tutankhamun: The Golden King 
and the Great Pharaohs. Through 
Sept. 5. Science Museum of Min- 
nesota, 120 Kellogg Blvd.W., St. Paul. 
(651) 221-9444. <www.smm.org>. 


Waiting for Godot.Through July 23. 
Theatre Pro Rata @ Hollywood The- 
ater, 2815 Johnson Ave. NE, Mpls. 
(612) 874-9321. <www.theratrepro 
rate.org». 


FOR MORE DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS. VISIT 
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Toast Wine Bar & Cafe Wide Roast Cate patio 
Tempt. Taste. Toast. Beautiful location overlooking Mississippi River, your FEATU RED BARTENDER 
| in the Warehouse District. Happy Hour favorite craft beers and wines, 
| 5-6 PM, Tuesday-Sunday. homemade ice cream 
415 N. 1st St., Mpls. 65 Main St. SE, Mpls. 
Brass Rail (612) 333-4305 er (612) 331-4544 
Completely remodeled elegant www toastwineparandcate com www.wilderoastcafe.com 
lounge featuring male dancers | 
five nights a week, Wednesday- Larpenteur V 
Sunday. 


422 Hennepin. Ave., Mpls. 
(612) 332-RAIL (7245] 
www.thebrassraillounge.com 


M 


Entertainment Complex. Serving 
reasonably priced menu in main 
bar Wednesday-Sunday. 

408 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 

(612) 333-7755 
www.gay90s.com 


Ue Gay 90's 
5 Upper Midwest’s Largest Gay 
ya 


Thom Pham's Wondrous 
Azian Kitchen 

$20 All-You-Can-Enjoy Dim Sum 
Brunch. Sat.-Sun., 10 AM-2 PM. 


533 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. FK 
(612) 338-1479 
| Loring Kitchen & Bar Franklin www.wondrousmpls.com 
A neighborhood kitchen with des- 
tination appeal featuring contem- 
porary cuisine in a comfortable, 
inviting atmosphere. ex 
1359 Willow St., Mpls. e» 
(612) 843-0400 
www.loringkitchen.com 
dni WHO 
ke S 19 Bar Becky 
Lake Street Shoot pool or play darts at your 
| neighborhood bar—the oldest GLBT 
establishment in the Twin Cities. WHAT 
19 W. 15th St., Mpls. Recipe: The Cream Puff 
(612) 871-5553 2 parts Dr. McGillicuddy's Vanilla 


1 part Amaretto 
Splash of Cream 


WHEN 
Mon.-Tue. ¢ 2-8 PM 


WHERE 


Town House 
1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul 


St. Paul 


University Ave. 


9 
< 
g g (651) 646-7087 
E Selby Ave. & www.townhousebar.com 
^ E 
á WHY 
"Everybody's your neighbor here. 
Grand Ave. Don't let the Light Rail Transit 


construction keep you away. Free 
parking in the lot next to the bar." 


Town House 

Fun neighborhood bar with a great 
mix of men and women. Karaoke. 
Drag shows. 

1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul 
(651) 646-7087 


www.townhousebar.com Jo 


Photo by George Holdgrafer 
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COAT CHECK AVAILABLE 


ná? 3: ] Hennepin Ave * MPLS, MN 55401 * GAY90S.CON 


19 BAR | 


June 15 


Jukebox * Video Games * 3 75¢ Pool Tables * Pinball * Darts 
Pull Tabs Benefit The Aliveness Project 


RATM MACHINE ON PREMIER 
"s | Ap 


FRESH ROASTED 
IN MINNEAPOLIS 
FOR OVER 25 YEARS 


St. Helena Coffee Ground Estate 
Nepal Himalaya Organic 

Jim's 5 Star French Roast 

Jamaica Blue Mountam Pure And more 


LINDEN HILLS ROASTERY 
2730 WEST 43rd ST. 


Your BARTENDER 
D A VI D MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55410 
ist FLOOR E. SEARS & 
MALL OF AMERICA ER 


j1I9)WSI5thISt :2/(6/12)/8751:5553] BATUR MN. ArPnoven 
i 952 


Proudly Serving/Our;Community) Since 1952 


BLOOMINGTON, MN 55425 
AND PLANET 


~ Mail Order 1-800-2-finest~ 


x^ 
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4 i IÐA. 
w our business: 


I i 'om tT aloor 
OPEN: 10 - 10 PM Monday - Thursday | i 


\ " IRail|Drinks] estic|Bo 
10 - 12 AM Friday - Saturday 3) 4 M 
Noon - 6 PM Sundays a = j 


Midway store, 1437 University Ave is now an Outlet Store b . 
Open Noon - 8 PM Wednesday - Saturday 422 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. - 
More locations, online shopping, book a party, updates on new products: FANTASYGIFT.COM q tnebrass rail or 


NO) COVE! R! P MAX: ER 
NUL USS d 


EF 5 ÍTERTAINM 


Jar 


DM 
P tk 
Mark Your Calendar 


psy | p——— X x e 
YOLO * Fri., July 8 | 8, á 4 A ¢ 
TNT Show * Sat., July 9 "A e cL 
Dragged DP FINI, 15 lb Riways}Somethmg|Gomyg, 
Country Night * Sat., July 16 i | d EREE Barking, 
jougEriendlyBardWelcomingfEveryonc gis envingIO ud G LUB KCommunityj rol Avears i INextsTorphelBar 
BibouBingolvithIBrogressiveljackpotiliEvenylEriday 6I M Benefits The Aliveness I project E BE049 S8 SES ite]l'ocation]OO 4] 


1418 UNIVERSITY AVE. W, ST RAUL o PETWEEN MPLS, & SE PAUL'S |6B1.C46-7087 AWWW STOW NH OUSEBARICOM 
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| FOOD | RESTAURANT | by Heidi Fellner 


lt 
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In my 10 years in the Twin Cities, I've grown accustomed to having more 
than 20 different restaurants within a five-minute drive of my home. Appar- 
ently, I’m not the only one who is reluctant to travel more than 10 minutes to 
get a good meal. Restaurants outside the metro loop often have a hard time 
attracting diners from the heart of the city, even if they are only a 15-minute 
drive away. Now that gas prices have risen yet again, I am not one to advo- 
cate needless travel. However, as many of us are cutting back on vacation 


p 


time and other little luxuries, a trip out to 
Excelsior can work wonders for the weary 
city dweller. 

Antique shops, chocolatiers, and clothing 
boutiques line Excelsior's Water Street, so 
named for its proximity to Lake Minnetonka. 
After enjoying the lake, and strolling around 
what was once an 1850s destination com- 
munity, return to Water Street, where Biella 
offers an opulent, chef-driven menu at subur- 
ban prices. The building has changed hands 
and purposes many times since it was com- 
pleted in 1883, but a well-worn wood floor 
and spots of exposed brick honor the origi- 
nal structure. The open dining room, com- 
plete with its beautifully restored tin-tiled 
ceiling, still manages to capture a feeling of 
warmth and intimacy. 

We began with Caramelized Sea Scallops 
($14/S26). A delicate sear left the plump 
scallops’ flesh tender and juicy at the center. 
Accompanying mango and citrus salsa with 
roasted jalapefio and cilantro were robust 
enough that I'd recommend enjoying at least 
part of your scallops without it. However, a 
blood orange gastrique was the perfect in- 
termediary for both scallop and salsa. 

'The Catalan Salad ($9) evoked the flavors 
of what is now Northwestern Spain, Andor- 
ra, and Southern France near the Mediterra- 
nean. The salad began with a base of mixed 
baby greens lightly tossed with a Dijon and 
Manchego cheese dressing. Ripe briney ol- 
ives, red onions, grape tomatoes, egg whites, 
and oven-roasted potatoes showcased the 
region's fondness for assertive flavors and 
simplicity. 

With both our sea scallops and salad, we 
sipped the New Harbour Sauvignon Blanc 
(89/833), which is crisp, dry, and suitably 
understated, with notes of citrus. The wine 
list at Biella is a practical one, allowing for 
a variety of occasions, palates, and budgets. 
However, it also seems to put a priority on 
not offering the same bottles you'd find at 
another menu just down the street. 

If the Catalan was a model of simplicity 
and restraint, the Lobster Ravioli ($12/$22) 
was its opposite. Artichoke hearts, local as- 
paragus, black tiger shrimp, and sea bass 
complemented the beautiful squid ink- 
striped ravioli. All were then enveloped by a 
rich, sensual truffle-and-herb butter sauce. 
This dish evolved, one bite at a time. 


(Facing page, from left) Dining area; 
Pan Seared Sea Bass. (This page, from 
above) Caramelized Sea Scallops; 
Catalan Salad. Photos by Mike Hnida 


A glass of Italian Arneis ($9/$33) made 
for an interesting pairing—the arneis grape 
has only recently begun to become popular 
after years spent basically as a filler. With 
new cultivating techniques, the spirited and 
finicky grape has been developed into a nice 
alternative to pinot blanc. 

Having spent some time in Chile this 
past year, I have been missing good sea 
bass. Though we are nowhere near Chile, 
or any coast for that matter, once fish has 
been frozen for shipping, it can be defrosted 
anywhere to the same effect. Once again, 
Biella’s chef proves his proficiency with deli- 
cate seafood, and employs truffle oil to great 
effect, lending its perfume to rosemary red 
potatoes, oyster mushrooms, green beans, 
and a goat-cheese cream sauce. 

The menu also features pizzas and a va- 
riety of meat dishes, but it was time for us 
to move toward dessert. The list changes 
daily, but that night, we were favored with a 
vintage recipe: semisweet lemon crème and 


strawberry coulis, decorated with an orange/ 
almond tuile—a perfect summertime treat. 

In the seven years it has been open, Bi- 
ella has certainly caught on with the locals— 
in fact, some regulars dine there a few times 
each week. However, this popularity has 
sometimes led to its being overbooked and, 
quite frankly, overextended. The staff is now 
compensating by being a little more con- 
servative in scheduling, so reservations are 
always helpful, especially on weekends. If 
you'd like to enjoy its fare outside the dining 
room, Biella also offers wine dinner cruises 
throughout the season—check the website 
for upcoming events. O 


Biella 

227 Water St., Excelsior 
(952) 474-8881 
www.biella-restaurant.com 
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COUT ON THE TOWN FOOD BITES] 


[ BLACK FOREST INN] by Carla Waldemar 


The Black Forest Inn is more than a German restaurant (and the best one 
in the metro). It's a cultural —or make that countercultural—institution. 

For more than 40 years on Eat Street (Nicollet Avenue) in Minneapolis— 
long before there was an Eat Street—the Black Forest has been serving gou- 
lash and gemutlichkeit in equally heaping portions to art students from the 
Minneapolis College of Art and Design, its graying alums (now accountants), 
and other idealists, gathered to quote Zen; plot political movements; or simply 
practice their German with owner Erich Christ, a butcher from the Old Coun- 


try, and his wife, JoAnne. 


STRAIGHT FROM Ger- 
many's Black Forest itself, the 
Black Forest Inn is cloaked in 
murals of pine-fringed Bavar- 
ian lakes and castles—paint- 
ed, one might guess, in lieu of 
a starving artist's bar tab. They 
accent the dark wood and well- 
worn plank flooring that hosts 
a colony of cozy tables straight 
from the operettadand of The 
Student Prince, complete with 
faux-stained glass, coats of arms, 
and swags of dirndl-ready fabric. 

As antidote to the uber-oom- 
pah, there's also the cheeky, 


Patio. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


now-legendary, life-sized photo 
of the ladies of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution, to 
which louder and louder toasts 
are raised as the night wears on, 
and the beer flows faster. 

Of course, that legendary 
vine-covered patio is favored by 
one and all as soon as the ice 
breaks on the Mississippi. 

Christ, the former butcher, 
cuts his meat in portions judged 
mammoth even by Minnesota 
standards. Bulk it up on dishes 
like his justly famous house- 
made bratwurst or meatballs as 


big as a grapefruit. Same goes 
for the sauerbraten, rouladen, 
and schnitzels. 

But the dish that puts even 
these to shame is the giant pork 
shank, cleaved, one suspects, 
from some brontosaurean breed 
of hog. Fortunately, the server 
does all the heavy lifting—all 
you're called upon is to pull the 
luscious, juicy, long-simmered 
meat apart with the mere touch 
of a fork. Well, one other require- 
ment: Wash it down with the 
help of a stein still overflowing 
from the tap. 

The shank is served with a 
full-bodied bread roll, far more 
rewarding to sink your teeth into 
than a hoity-toity croissant from 
across the border. Also on the 
platter rises a mound of mashed 
potatoes—unless you beg, as I 
always do, in its stead for a pyra- 
mid of spaetzle, those curly, little 
noodle-dumplings that soak up 
the delicious gravy so adeptly. 

Fans fancying the bratwurst 
find their plates also piled with 
hot, sweet German potato salad 
in the traditional bacon-vinegar 
dressing, along with forests of 
sauerkraut (not very sour either) 
to assure no one will perish from 
hunger on the drive home. 

Another wise way to forestall 
that tragedy is to order dessert, 


Black Forest's Famous Pork Shank 


the most notable of which is the 
signature Black Forest cherry 
torte—a many-layered indul- 
gence made even more wicked 
by thick slatherings of butter- 
cream. Or the slimmer, but no 
less seductive, Sacher torte—the 
flourless cake born in Vienna. 
Or the iconic apple strudel. Or— 
what the heck?—another beer. O 


Black Forest Inn 

1 E. 26th St., Mpls. 

(612) 872-0812 
www.blackforestinnmpls.com 
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ITDAST| — 
| Wine bar f cake | 


HAPPY HOUR 5-6 PM ( d 
WP / 
= ^ | 


| 1/2 PRICE BOTTLES 
| 20% OFF GLASSES 
VOTED BEST WINE BAR BY 
LAVENDER READERS FOR THE 
c FAB 50 AWARDS! 


Nien Phone 1 
[WONDROUS = 
"4 


RAVAN KITCHEN NU 
CC 


NECPUICPEZS 


MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
JULY 4 - 23 


“THE BEST 
SMALL 
WINE SHOP" 


—Mpls./St. Paul Magazine 


1941 GRAND AVENUE 
AT PRIOR * ST. PAUL 


Bielenberg € Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 


Three times larger than our old space! 
Outdoor Patio, New Delights, Old Favorites. 


65 Main St SE, Minneapolis - wilderoastcafe.com - 612.331.4544 


Happy Hour 


Mon-Sun 3-5:30 & 8-close 
Kindee Thai Restaurant 
719 2nd St. South 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 


(612) 465-8303 
www.kindeethairestaurant.com 


Selby & Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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| SUGAR & SPICE | by Justin Jones 


Local Celebrity 


MY FAVORITE show on television is Oprah: Behind the Scenes. 
Im anticipating a restraining order from my DVR for watching it so 
often. Whether you like her or not, she's kind of friggin' fascinating. 

What enamors us about Oprah and, more broadly, celebrity, is 
that members of the glitterati are empires unto themselves—fragile 
giants built on social capital and, occasionally, talent. They are living 
showcases of glamour, fortune, empowerment, and aspiration. They 
lead the fantasy life—at least from afar. 

Besides the A-List, there's a group of interesting smaller-scale 
celebrities called the Local Celebrity, composed mostly of broadcast- 
network-affiliate anchormen and women. 

In addition to their informing-the-public responsibilities, these folks 
help guide charitable fundraising for their communities, emcee din- 
ners and silent auctions, make appearances at state fairs, and (attempt) 
to brighten our day with cheerful banter over the morning news desk. 

The Local Celebrity is the most delicate version of their species. 
While Oprah must appeal to an entire demographic, the Local Celeb- 
rity must appeal not only to the tastes of a smaller demographic, but 
also to a regional one. 


Also, the anchorman's industry competition is a tough cookie to 
break considering there are only so many lenses with which to view 
the news (and how many more adjectives can we find for Doppler 
radars?). 

The Local Celebrity, then, must have that sparkling personality 
to set one apart—a personality that not only influences his or her 
audience, but also exceeds his or her expectations in such a way as 
to outdo the competition. This applies to all local celebrities, from the 
anchorperson to the socialite. 

So, Oprah is that former-Local Celebrity-turned-American Queen. 
In my heart, she's still leading the life of a Local Celebrity, but on a 
much, much larger scale—which is why she's become, well, Oprah. 
Something can be learned from her, and from all local celebrities. 

We each have a network of friends and acquaintances (our *demo- 
graphic," if you will) who love us for who we portray: ourselves. Like 
the Local Celebrity, we influence our networks with words, and with 
the examples we set with our actions. 

Over the next year-and-a-half especially, we're all Local Celebri- 
ties. Keep this in mind. An amendment battle is brewing. O 


Bring your friends 
to 


,* 
eS 


5:30 PM to 8 PM 
July 7th!!! 


hep Ie senter | www-burgermoes.com 
DIXNVeStZumSttect SAND VIN 55102 |16511222.3100 
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MARTINI MONDAYS 


$5 BELEVEDERE 


LOUNGE LIZARD KARAOKE - 9PM 


www.LorincKircHEN.com * [612] 843 0400 
1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 


All You Eat 
Spaghetti Lanch 
$6.99 


Mon-Frí 11 am-2 pm 


Corner Cafe 


New American & Latin Fusion 


Concept Café 
Daily & Sunday Specials 
3301 Central Ave. NE 


Minneapolis 


612-781-3526 
Ei - yelp 


Marla's Caribbean Cuisine officially invites the GLBT 
community of the Twin Cities to experience one of a kind 
Caribbean / Indian / Chinese fusion home cooking. 


3761 Bloomington Ave. S. Minneapolis 
612.724.3088 * www.marlascuisine.com 


A Food Co-op is a Grocery 


@ 
[E 


tore for Everyone 


Comfort Food and World Cuisine together, under one roof. 


Not a member? 
Not a problem. 
Everyone 
Welcome, 
Every Day. 
15,000 of your 
neighbors own 


the Wedge. Come 
and see why. 


PATIO 
NON OPE 


11AM-MIDNIGHT MON-THUR | 11AM-1AM ERI | 12PM-1AM SAT | foe m 
WEEKLY LUNCH SPECIALS 11 AM-3 PM | EARLY AND LATE NIGHT HAPPY HOUR | FREE PARKING 


2650 S. HENNEPIN AVE. 612-377-4418 WWW.ROATOSHATHAI.COM 


Lunchtime Delivery pruina 


Box Lunches: In by 10, there by noon 
Deli Trays: Just 24 hours notice 
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| SOCIALLY SAVVY | by Edward Piechowski & Sean Ryan 


| 
j 


7 
» 
aai | 


A SOCIETY MOUSE 


A light rain was falling as fami- 
lies with children arrived at the 
towering wrought-iron gates of 
1006 Summit Avenue for Gover- 
nor Mark Dayton and the 1006 
Summit Avenue Society’s Chil- 
dren’s Ice Cream Social. 


Kathy Buggy, 1006 Summit Avenue So- 
ciety President, and Mary Lacey, Event- 
organizer, greeted guests at the door with 
a charming mouse (or possibly a four-foot 
child in costume) named Herb at her side. 
A recently recognized resident of the house, 
Herb was emcee of the party, held in honor of 
the new book The Governor’s Mouse, detailing 
Herb's life within the stately walls. The book, 
written by Kristin Parrish and illustrated by 
Kristen Sevig, takes readers on a mouse-sized 
tour of the Irvine Mansion. 

The guests filed through the receiving 
line in the oak-paneled foyer. A volunteer 
perched on the third step of the grand main 
staircase, where, if you leaned in, you could 
see the entrance to Herb’s home, tucked into 
the corner of the newel post. A small white 
window and arched blue door with his min- 
iature window box filled with spring flowers 
is quite a sight to see. 

In the solarium, volunteers PJ. Harris 
and Adrian Mega greeted guests, and passed 
out name badges. The author and illustrator 
were there to sign copies of the book, and 
offer tidbits of information on Herb's life. 

On the terrace, under a massive white 
tent, volunteer Karie Johnson led guests in 
a Minnesota themed cakewalk. 

In the society's lower-level boardroom, vol- 
unteers and Koehler & Dramm Florists helped 
children create flower arrangements. Crafted 
from brightly colored carnations in parfait 
glasses, the simulated sundaes made excellent 
gifts for mothers who had brought their chil- 
dren to the event. 

In the billiards room, artists carefully 
painted the rosy cheeks of young and old 
alike with glittering paints, while a balloon 


(From left) 1006 Society Committee-person Adrien Mega, 1006 Society President Kathy Buggy, Governor Mark Dayton, 


and 1006 Society committee-person Brooke Voss. Photo Courtesy of The MN Governor's Residence 


artist created fun wristlets for the kids in the 
form of bugs and flowers. 

Prairie School of Dance of Eden Prairie 
provided the afternoon’s entertainment, 
a ballet performance. The young dancers 
seemed unfazed by the humid air. Guests 
were awed by their dexterity. Tables seating 
six or eight crowded the terrace. A hum of 
activity and delighted voices filled the tent. 
Polka-dot balloon arrangements and large 
bowls of pansies punched up the color. 

In the dining room, the mansion’s chef 
scooped ice cream into bowls. On the buf- 
fet were brightly colored sprinkles, heaping 
bowls of whipped cream, chocolate fudge, 
caramel, and mouse-shaped cookies, so guests 
could customize their ice cream dessert. The 
huge silver epergne on the dining table held 
cookie crumbles (an ingenious idea not unno- 
ticed by the silver collectors in the crowd). 

As the afternoon of history, charm, and 
fun came to a close, children wrestled back 
into their rain gear, and made their way out 
the front door. Governor Mark Dayton, Kathy 
Buggy, and of course Herb waved good-bye 


from the front stoop. So the afternoon end- 
ed—and a good time was had by all. 


Elements of the Party 

e Invitations Using illustrations from 
the book, the invitation card introduced 
Herb and official host Governor Dayton with 
brightly colored pictures. 

* Drinks Lemonade, iced tea, and pro- 
secco gave choices for young and old. Ap- 
propriate to a children’s party, the beverages 
(except the alcoholic ones) were offered in 
optional “sippy” cups. Limiting the number 
of choices made the lines move swiftly. 
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* Menu It was simple: ice cream 
only for an ice cream social. With all the 
ice cream topping choices, it almost felt 
like a full meal. The residence served 
good old-fashioned Minnesota-made 
Kemps Vanilla Ice Cream. 

* Party Time An ice cream social 
is held sometime after lunch, but be- 
fore tea. This is a kind of garden party, 
which means it should end before the 
dinner hour. 

* Decorations Early summer bou- 
quets of pansies and other garden favor- 
ites were perfect. Airy flowers are best for this time of year. 

* Parting Gifts Guests were given summertime bags for 
the beach. Adults left with a brightly colored tote from the 1006 
Society, filled with tickets for summer events. Children received 
a beach pail with a shovel, Play-Doh and a Governor's Mouse 
coloring book. 


RECIPE 
Chocolate Ice Cream 
Makes about 4 cups. 


Photo by Sean Ryan 


2 cups heavy cream 

1 cup whole milk 

3/4 cup sugar 

2 tablespoon natural cocoa 
1/8 teaspoon salt 


Place your ice cream maker can into the freezer to cool. 

Pour cream and milk into a saucepan, and bring liquid to scald- 
ing temperature. 

In a separate bowl, combine the dry ingredients. Whisk thor- 
oughly to break up clumps. Add the dry ingredients to the 
scalded milk mixture, and stir with whisk until combined. Move 
the mixture to the refrigerator to cool for two hours. 

Once the mixture is cool, pour it into the prechilled ice cream 
canister, and place it into your maker. 

Crank or run your ice cream maker for 35 to 45 minutes. 

Once firm, place the ice cream in the freezer for two more hours 
to finish. 

Enjoy your homemade ice cream, a decadent treat that's worth 
the wait. 


Try these items for 
your next batch of 
homemade ice cream: 


White Mountain 4 
Quart Hand-Crank 

Ice Cream Maker 
$189.99 

Solid wood and cast-iron 
construction with old- 
fashioned styling make this 


ice cream maker a showstopper. 

Kitchen Window 

Calhoun Square, 3001 Hennepin Ave. S., Mpls. 
(612) 824-4417 

www.kitchenwindow.com 


Dutch Process Cocoa Powder 2.1 oz. jar 

$4.15 

Rich, smooth cocoa powder blends easily for making ice cream. 
Madagascar Vanilla Beans 

$7.65 

A true vanilla flavor comes from the source. Split open these 
beans, and release the essence into all your homemade des- 
serts. 

Penzey's Spices 

3028 Hennepin Avenue S., Mpls. 

(612) 824-9777 

www.penzeys.com 


Cedar Summit Farm Grade A Cream Pint 

$4.99 

Pasteurized and bottled on the farm in New Prague, Minnesota, 
this organic cream makes for truly decadent ice cream. 
Kowalski's Market 

2440 Hennepin Ave. S., Mpls. 

(612) 377-3448 

www.kowalskis.com 


Governor's Residence. Photo Courtesy 
of The MN Governor's Residence 


Photo by Sean Ryan 


ABOUT THE HOSTS: 

The 1006 Summit Avenue Society, established almost 30 
years ago, is charged with the care and preservation of the 
Minnesota Governor's Residence. 

From the society's official statement: "The 1006 Summit 
Avenue Society is a nonprofit fundraising organization dedi- 
cated to preserving the grace and beauty of the Minnesota 
Governor's Residence. Founded in 1982 by former First Lady 
Gretchen Quie, the 1006 Summit Avenue Society has donated 
items to the Minnesota Governor's Residence totaling more 
than half-a-million dollars. Our model for fundraising and 
support has been used successfully by other Governor's 
Residences throughout the country, and we are proud to be a 
vital and growing organization." 
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| TRAVEL | by Carla Waldemar 


TALLINN, ESTONIA 


Having thrown off Soviet shackles two decades ago, Tallinn, 
Estonia, now boasts a lively scene for tourists, including gay folks. 


"LAM NOBODY!” Sergei bawled as he staggered 
from the bar into the bustle of Tallinn’s cobbled 
streets, the perfect picture of a Russian loser. For 
decades, the Soviets had ruled Tallinn, and all Esto- 
nia, with an iron grip, but (Sergei’s right) no more. 
In 1991, Estonia became the first Baltic satellite to 
sever the Soviet grasp, and become a free nation. 

For centuries, this terrain had been coveted by a 
steady succession of conquerors—Danes, Germans, 
Swedes, Russians, Nazis, and finally Soviets—un- 
til the Singing Revolution. “In Estonia, we prefer to 
sing than fight,” our guide, Aare, explained, one of 
thousands who protested during song festivals by 
mixing forbidden Estonian national anthems among 
the usual “Stalin Is Terrific” choruses. Aare, at 20, 
had been drafted into the Soviet army, and sent to St. 
Petersburg as driver for a Russian general, then had 
to swear not to speak to foreigners after his release. 

Today, Aare speaks passionately about the tri- 
umphant rise in energy and enterprise overtaking 
his homeland now that his people are free. For the 
before-and-after picture, we toured the former KGB 
headquarters atop the Viga—the only hotel for for- 
eigners during occupation days. When the feared 
secret police pulled out, they left behind a chilling 
network of surveillance materials, from bugged ho- 
tel rooms and saunas to even the restaurant’s ash- 
trays, linked to Moscow. 

Nearby stands the Museum of the Occupations— 
plural, because it details the clamp-downs, concentra- 
tion camps, and gulags of both Nazis and the Soviets 
who followed. Then, descend for an underground 
tour of the tunnels below the Medieval bastion walls 
that surround the Old Town—hideout, over the 
years, for the homeless, anti-Soviet punks and the 
innocent populace whom the Russians bombed into 
oblivion on one memorable night in 1944. 

To absorb the city’s centuries of history told 
through music, we signed on for a more upbeat tour, 
leading us from the age-old Hansa café, where we 
stuffed ourselves with schnapps, smoked cheese, 
and pickled turnips, while a musician played Medi- 
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eval instruments, from an accordion to a cow horn 
(“to keep away all bad”) and a clay ocarina (“a very 
rarity"). Then, on to minstrels in a gorgeous guild- 
hall of the Middle Ages, and finally, a stop for cake 
in Malasmokk (“sweet tooth"), a coffeehouse since 
1864, whose violinist wafted 1930s hits. 

Leaving...wait, what’s this? The KGB again! 
An armed officer lined us up for interrogation, de- 
manding passports, searching purses, handcuffing 
the recalcitrant, then loading us into an unmarked 
van—for vodka and Hail Russia songs on his guitar, 
the musical tour’s finale. 

In Kadrioru Park, we encounter Russians of an 
earlier era. Here, Tsar Peter the Great built a sum- 
mer palace (now an art museum) for Tsarina Cath- 
erine. Across the green looms KUMA, harbinger of 
contemporary Baltic art—think an uberarmchair 
built of truck tires, etc. It's this avant vibe that titil- 
lates visitors today in the postcard-ready Old Town. 

Between the spare, lean, Lutheran spire of St. 
Olav Church, once the tallest in all Europe, and the 
Orthodox Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, all icons 
and incense-scented under its onion dome, explore 
the former granary that now houses the Museum of 
Applied Arts to glimpse what current creative types 
are up to: a racing bike with antler handlebars; a for- 
est of blue-glass mushrooms, jewelry as art—stuff 
that leaves the Walker in the dust. 

Tallinn's food scene showcases equal creativity. 
Open a menu in MEKK (Modern Estonian Kitch- 
en), star of the charming Savoy Hotel, to feast on 
salmon with lemon yogurt, quail egg, and tomato 
vinaigrette, followed by duck with crispy onions, 
honey-roasted beets, and spiced pear sauce. Or 
slide into its homey bar for revisited classics like 
salmon-dill cream soup and bear-meat dumplings. 

Restaurant O—voted best in the city—slicks up 
traditional dishes for today's palates in fare ranging 
from a savory crayfish bisque to crème brûlée sided 
with rhubarb sorbet. Kaerajaan, a modern outpost 
on the historic square, takes pride in roasted Bal- 
tic herring with potato salad and Parmesan-oatmeal 


1 National Clothes. Photo by 
Jaak Nilson * 2 Town Hall 
Square in Tallinn. Photo by 
Jaak Nilson * 3 View of St. 
Olav's Church. Photo by Ain 
Avik * 4 View from rooftop café. 
Photo by Arno Mikkor * 5 View 
of Great Coastal Gate. Photo 

by Tavi Grepp. * 6 Old Town, 
Tallinn. Photo by Allan Alajaan. 
* 7 Medieval Days on Town 
Hall Square. Photo by Karel 
Koplimets 
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crusted chicken with currant-studded rice. 
Meanwhile, Nano—the quirky home-cum- 
café operated by a glam supermodel married 
to a DJ—harks back to tradition, with apps 
ranging from pickled beets to herring and 
potatoes in sour cream, followed by chicken 
in cherry preserves. 

From the city's best to the bestin the land: 
On Saaremaa Island, Padaste Manor—an 
estate with Medieval roots—serves guests 
in the lingering daylight of a summer's eve 
with juniper-smoked goat cheese, then cod 
with a trio of parsnips, celery, and apples, 
followed by rhubarb compute with licorice 
meringue. On Saaremaa, we kayaked among 
seabirds, then dined in the Episcopal Castle, 
a fortress from the 1300s, on lusty Medieval 
fare—delicious salmon, pork roast—amid 
candlelight and strumming lutes 

On neighboring Muhu Island, another 
superstar takes over. Sikka, the Julia Child of 
the Baltics, has converted a shambling farm 
into guest quarterscum-cooking school, 
Nami Namaste, where her husband, Tony, 
schooled us in potato-leek bisque and roast- 
ed salmon. 

Whet your own appetite at «www.visites 
tonia.com». O 


Tallinn, the 
Gay Capital of 
Estonia 


Club 69 

First gay sauna, and 
only one in the Baltics; 
bar; popular pre- or 
after-party scene 


Club Angel 
Open 11 PM-5 AM 


Club Basement 
Hot, new 


Sauna St. 
Boys town 


Pride Parade 
August 
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| SPORTS | by Brian Cheese 


[ PRIDE IN SPORTS ] 
Y 


JUNE IS the month that we dedicate to 
celebrating our gayness—our pride for being 
who we are. Some commemorate how we're 
really not that different from those who play 
for the other team, and others mark all the 
ways we are different. 

We're almost forced to look inward at 
what it means to be who we are. I find myself 
wondering how many GLBT men and women 
identify themselves, truly, as gay athletes. 
What does that even mean? Does it matter? 
In sports, and for the gay athlete, there can 
be mental, emotional, and physical obstacles 
to getting involved. Gay men and women who 
would otherwise love to, for whatever reason, 
just don't go out and do something athletic. 

There is something about gays that blocks 
us from being the athletes we could be, 
maybe even want to be. This is especially 
true in the world of male athletes, because of 
stereotypes we encounter every day. 

Do we ever ask ourselves: What is it about 
gay men and women that keeps us from 
participating in sports? 

Why don’t more of us celebrate our 
athleticism with the same energy we celebrate 


our new jobs or our fancy new garden? 

Why don't more of us push ourselves as 
athletes to excel in our sport with the same 
force of will we apply to a Saturday night out 
drinking, dancing, and cruising, or staying up 
all night partying at the newest trendy club? 

Why don’t we compete with the same 
drive that our straight counterparts—men 
especially—do, and why don't we celebrate it? 

Status and fear play a huge role in why 
gay men and women choose to play a sport 
or not. These reasons for and against fall into 
two basic camps. 

'The first is status. Some people will play 
because they think it’s a means to an end: 
“If I play a sport, I will be more popular, be 
invited to more parties, and being fit I will be 
more physically attractive, so I'll have more 
sex.” This is the jock fantasy. 

Obviously, I can’t speak for the ladies, 
but from my experience, too many gay male 
athletes barely consider themselves athletes 
for the sake of sport. It’s a byline to a M4M 
ad on Craigslist, or a stat on Grindr. Being 
an athlete for many gay men is a means to 
a wholly nonathletic end, and has nothing to 


do with promoting their sport or team. 

They put as much work into being the 
guy who plays soccer, or the guy who plays 
rugby (yes, I said it), that they can’t “turn it 
on” while on the field, and strive to be the 
guy who is the best soccer player or the best 
rugby player, thereby losing new recruits 
who want to excel at the sport. 

The second reason gay guys can’t or 
won't be athletes is fear: of doing something 
wrong; of getting hurt; of losing or not being 
“man enough.” Playing a sport for fun, even 
at a socially competitive level, doesn’t get you 
more money, more renown, more things...so 
why look like a fool, or get hurt trying? 

We march in Pride parades. We set up 
booths at the Pride festival. We send out a 
call to arms to get people to play our game. 
Do we take pride in that? Should we? I 
think we should take pride in removing 
these obstacles—overcoming our fears, 
and striving to be an athlete for the sake of 
honoring our sport. L1 
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Cost: FREE 


Where: Burger Moe's 
242 W. 7th St. 
St. Paul, MN 


Five lecariens 
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Downtown St. Paul Skyway 651-628-4444 
Burnsville Center 952-892-6666 
West St. Paul 651-450-6666 
New Brighton 651-636-3434 
Rogers 763-515-6065 


Toll Free 888-797-EYES 
www.spectacleshoppe.biz 


P ey 9 cherry 
ES Ke S 
» enm and Says "T, "hdi bu 
eR yn, - 


Dm 


Fr - 
WISCONSIN 
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| LEATHER LIFE | by Steve Lenius 


“International” Mr. Leather, Indeed 


THIS YEAR’S International Mr. Leather 
(IML) contest showed once again how truly 
“international” it has become. 

Eric Guttierez, Mr. Leather Europe 
2010, was chosen the new International Mr. 
Leather on May 29. In his speech during the 
contest, Guttierez described himself as “a 
typical European mix." His parents are from 
Spain, he grew up near the Belgian frontier, 
and he now lives in the French Alps near the 
Swiss border. 

First runner-up was Douglas Pamplin, 


Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 2011. Second run- 

ner-up was Anthony Rollar, Mr. San Diego (From left) Jim Deuder, Anthony Rollar, Eric (From left) Anthony Rollar, Eric Guttierez, Douglas Pamplin, 
3 Guttierez, Douglas Pamplin. Photo by Steve Lenius Jim Deuder. Photo by Steve Lenius 

Leather 2010. The new International Mr. 2 E y i 


Bootblack is Jim Deuder from New York. 


cooking classes | private events | retail 


Midtown Global Market 
kitcheninthemarket.com 


«ow 
Done the way I 
it should be. 
With quality workmanship since 1959 and fundar la 


a total commitment to EARN your trust. 


2520 Broadway Drive a tr AA DE i 
Lauderdale, MN 55113 <- Alllocal. All the time. 


790 Grand Avenue « St. Paul, MN 55105 


(65 1) 224-4717 651.602.0144 
www.hamlineautobody.com RB 1. 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES 


AUTOMOTIVE 


HOME SERVICES 


illSilvernale 


Accounting Services 
Taxes e Payroll e Accounting 


John Silvernale 
612-280-5463 


infoGsilvernaleaccounting.com 
www-.silvernaleaccounting.com 


4500 Park Glen Rd. 
Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 


55416 
p 612-822-7177 
f 612-822-2163 
RORTax.com 


Professionals 


ADDICTION INFO & TREATMENT 


IDE 
INSTITUTE | 9. 


Creating Healthy LGBT Community 


800-547-7433 
www.pride-institute.com 


ATTORNEYS 


Attorney 


Criminal Defense/DUI 
Bankruptcy & Personal Injury 


Did Social Security Say 
You're Not Disabled? 


We specialize in appealing 
Social Security disability claims. 


No Recovery - No Fee 
Call us and get the help you need. 


Eileen Bohn 
763-557-6525 


bohnandassociates.com 


Bohn&Associates 


Social Security Disability Claim Services 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 
2920 Bryant Ave S #105 * Minneapolis 


BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 


TN 
Audie: APA k::10] 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Sound advice— 
for an uncertain market. 


$ 


ubs.com/fa/gregfoster 


Advice you can trust starts with a conversation. 
Gregory Foster, Vice President-Investments 

681 East Lake Street, Wayzata, MN 55391 
952-475-9436 800-627-2463 


greg.foster@ubs.com 


UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. 
©2010 UBS Financial Services Inc. All rights reserved. Member SIPC. 
31.20_Ad_2.33x2_RP1028_FosG 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


NAKED YOGA FOR MEN 


Tantra Coaching 

* » saa 
Private & Group 
612.203.4016 


See oe 
A cs Heal, Enjoy 
EvolutionaryEros.com 


RESTORATION ¢ RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE ¢ REPAIR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE * DECKS * PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREMN.COM 
TODD On LEG 
6l2-374-S3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


ODERLIN 


) G42°7 24-408 OSCE 1911 | 
= PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR | 
Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available ! 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Expert, Experienced, Credentialed 


“Helping home & woodland owners, 
municipalities, commercial clients 
for over 30 years.” 


Certifications 
* ISA Arborist (Licensed, Insured) 
í *DNRTree Inspector 
* Forest Stewardship Contract 
Plan Preparer 


* Certified by: 
[ma 
m 


Services 
All The Usual Chainsaw-Related Tasks 
PLUS - Expert & Objective Consultation, 
Advice & Diagnosis. 


Philip Klocksien 
Consulting Forester 


If the question or project involves your yard 
or woodland, l'M THE EXPERT resource you need. 


[ v —— 1 


Let's Talk Trees | 


651.387.4512 . 
Treeguyphilip@msn.com | 


Supporting Diversity In Both 
Natural & Human Communities 
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Lavender offers you more great 
ways to STAY CONNECTED! 


Become a fan of Big Gay News and Lavender on Facebook & Twitter to 
receive alerts and invitations to Lavender events. 


Download Big Gay News & Wanda Wisdom at iTunes.com. 


Have the latest local, national, and international news emailed to you 
via BigGayNews.com. 


LT Tube) 


Listen to Wanda Wisdom's daily radio show, and check out her hilarious 
videos on YouTube.com. 


FOLLOW US. LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM 
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There are many reasons to quit smoking. Saving money is a good reason. 
Contact QUITPLAN? Services today for all the free help you need to quit smoking, including a free 
personalized plan and professional counseling. Call 1-888-354-PLAN or visit quitplan.com. 


=" 


c — 
QUITPLAN 
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PRIDE IN 
THE PARK 


JUNE 5 
VOYAGEUR PARK, PINE CITY 
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HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


HOUSE CLEANING 


SINCE 1998 
Service, Integrity, Quality 


Siding 
Roofing * Windows * Decks 


North Metro 763.856.1390 
South Metro 952.884.2005 


Ð 


ER 


Financing Available e Free Estimates 
MN General Contractor + MN License #20384780 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting á repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


Win Heating and Air 


t Masters in Gas, Refrigeration, and Warm Air 


FREE In-Home Estimates 


Minneapolis 612-366-1934 
St. Paul 612-366-9712 
Surrounding Areas 763-757-4678 


Servicing the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area 
twincityheatingandair.com 


eera 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Passionate about 


Ala css 


Designing & Installing Beautiful Landscapes Since 1998. 
Christopher A. Baker * 612-366-5444 
ArtisticLandscapes.biz 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small * Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service * Licensed Bonded Insured 


Chris 612.275.2117 


AD sr ORD 


HOME SERVICE 
ELECTRIC * HEATING * COOLING 
AUDIO * VIDEO * SECURITY 

LIFE. STYLE. INSTALLED" 


952-927-7194 8G 
www.staffordhomeservice.com ^ facebook.com/StaffordHome Service 


GREEN ASA | 
WHISTLE | 


Residential & Commercial Cleaning Services D 
Tre best clean with green! LE | 


AN o8 our products are non-toxic á biodegradable, 
Insured and bonded! 


Call Miri (651) 895-3322 > www.greenasawhistle.org 
vui 


CONSTRUCTION, INC. 
“A Signature Product” 
Roofing + Siding + Windows + Gutters + Decks + Painting 
Let us show you how we can optimize your home improvement experience, 
Ask about our summer specials and storm damage renovation programs. 

RDavisConstruction.com 
info@rdavisconstruction.com 


612.259.8363 


swankedesign.com 612.810.2848 


Designing, building and renewing structures 
for living, working and being. 


INSURANCE 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


Home 
Financial 
Kelly H. Clark 


(612) 729-1509 
HamiltonClarkGroup.com 


Auto 
Life 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


bubb Paus 


Self Service 


Dog Wash & Dog Spa 


Located at the shops al excebsior and grand 


in St Louis Park 
3730 Grand Way, St Louis Park, MN 55416 
952-657-5300 


To Advertise in 
THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 
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BIG 


AY 
NEWS 


COM 


Your News. Your Way. 


Your #1 Source for GLBT news. 


Á great ways to get your 


BIG GAY NEWS fix! 
Toon! 


Log on BigGayNews.com 


Download daily podcast 
from iTunes 


e 


Get the news as it happens 
on Twitter.com/biggaynews 


a 


Sign up at BigGay News.com 
for a daily email of the 
latest headlines 


GLBT NEWS PODCAST. 
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BUSINESS PROFILE | by Heidi Fellner 


Photo Courtesy of Jerry A. Burg 


JERRY A. BURG 


HAVING PRACTICED law since 1990, 
Jerry A. Burg now has his own law office 
in Uptown Minneapolis. His new practice 
concentrates on three areas: family law, 
criminal law, and employment law. 

While the last two encompass a vast 
number of different circumstances, family 
law is narrower, centering on custody, pa- 
rental rights issues, and divorce. However, 
when clients have unconventional families, 
and aren’t allowed the legal protection of 
marriage, family law becomes far more 
complicated. 

Burg says, “The reality is that there are 
a lot of people who need advice when their 
family is going to break apart, and a lot of 
people who need advice when they're try- 
ing to put a family together. It's not always 
an easy process to try to mirror marriage 
by trying to put together legal documents, 
and you can only go so far. You can't con- 
tract around the Defense of Marriage Act." 

Of course, no one wants to spend time 
and money sitting in a lawyer's office, but 
as Burg puts it, an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure. 

Pulling documents off the Internet and 
filling them out yourself can lead to painful 
and costly disputes down the road. Not as 
many people may try the do-it-yourself ap- 
proach to criminal law, but they still may fail 


to hire a lawyer for less serious offenses. 

As Burg explains, many times, even in 
a first-time misdemeanor charge, a good 
lawyer can arrange for a much better 
outcome, including no long-term conse- 
quences for the client. 

Burg continues to practice employ- 
ment law, representing clients in agency 
proceedings, and in both state and federal 
court. He finds this area of practice reward- 
ing and challenging. 

In Burg's words, “Discrimination is always 
tough to prove, and the ‘bad guys’ are good 
at hiding their hostility, but I love this work." 

Currently, Burg is spending extra time 
researching laws that affect the transgen- 
der community. 

As Burg notes, “I think that one of the 
cutting edge areas [of law] and one of the 
frustrating areas is the whole universe of 
legal rights—the absence of legal and so- 
cial support for individuals who are living 
their lives as the gender they experience 
themselves to be. Anatomy seems to be 
very important to state legislators. It's not 
so terribly important to people who under- 
stand what gender means." 


Jerry A. Burg, Attorney at Law 
(612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 
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PSYCHOTHERAPY 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., P.A. 


Licensed Psychologist 
Mindful Intentional Living 


Individual & Couples Therapy 
No Cost Initial Session 
Most Insurance Accepted 
Visa/Mastercard Accepted 


Lake Pointe Centre 
3100 W. Lake St., Ste #419 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
612.922.9100 
kate heffelfinger&msn.com 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist + 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


= 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 
www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


www.jameslstolz.com 
| James Stolz, MSW, LICSW 
© Jo Individual Psychotherapy 


"2736 Hennepin Ave South Minneapoli 


612.799.3696 


REAL ESTATE 


Thomas P. Carrillo PH.D., PA. 


Licensed Psychologist 


Individual & Couples Therapy 


400 S. Ath St. #854, Minneapolis 6 I 2.288.5000 
1600 University Ave. W, #505, St. Paul 65 1.645.0980 


Evening appointments, most major insurance accepted, and major credit cards accepted. 


Therapy, Ltd. 


Individual and Couple Therapy 
Relapse Prevention 

Grief and Trauma Resolution 
Free 30-minute consultation 


Tom Glaser, MS 
Psychologist | Coach | Celebrant 


612-240-4289 
- www.tomglaserlp.com 


CONNIE STUDER, M.A, LMFT 


612.275.1657 
www.heteroflexibletherapy.com 


Happy Hour is a 
Smooth Closing. 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist ” 


MAVRIK 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


Kent Bowker 


At your doorstep te the ety or Out iu the burbs. 
612.986.8622 
kentbowker@edinarealty.com 


Edina Realty... 


A 


RES a 
SCOTT HAUBRICH 


612-298-5400 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


Marilyn rine ei 


The L List 


Your connection to GLBT... 


Sign up today! 


Visit LavenderMagazine.com and look for the 
E-Newsletter sign up at the top of our website. 
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| DATELAND | by Jennifer Parello 


Matchmaker, Matchmaker 


TODAY, I received an e-mail from a 
woman I don't know asking me to set up a 
friend of hers. I've never met either of these 
women—never even heard of them—and 
yet they've charged me with the task of play- 
ing matchmaker. 

They learned of me through the some- 
what moldy grapevine that is always threat- 
ening to strangle the greater Midwest les- 
bian community. These women live three 
states away from me, and somehow man- 
aged to hear of my remarkable matchmak- 
ing skills. 

That's right—I’m a matchmaker. I don't 
do it for money or even for fun (it usually just 
makes me anxious). I do it because it's my 
calling. It's like telling Liberace not to own 
poodles, or Bette Midler not to show cleav- 
age. I simply must match-make. 

It's strange that I match-make as a hobby, 
especially considering my mostly ghastly 
personal romantic choices. 

If I had the choice between some heart- 
less, wicked ass and someone who is really 
nice, selfless, and bakes her own bread, I'd 
choose the ass every time. 

In spite of that, though, I'm weirdly ob- 
sessed with finding exactly the right person 
for everyone else on the planet. 

The first thing I do when I meet a single 


person (gay or straight) is to inquire about 
his or her "type." I deeply respect the "type." 
The key to successful matchmaking is in- 
stant physical attraction. If you don’t under- 
stand the importance of lust, you'll never 
make it as a matchmaker. 

Recently, I was watching a TV show 
where a matchmaker desperately tried to 
shove an unattractive woman down a rather 
hunky guy’s throat. It was a disaster, and ev- 
eryone got hurt in the end. 

The poor guy was painfully polite, and 
his date was deeply uncomfortable to be in 
the presence of such awesome beauty. She 
kept looking away from him, as if by staring 
directly at him with her dull, little eyes, she 
might fry her corneas. 

Yes, it would be fantastic if the real world 
were a Disney film where inner beauty 
blinds suitors to your outer ugliness, but 
it’s not. 

Everyone wants to be with someone bet- 
ter looking than him or her. So, the trick to 
making a successful match is to find a pair 
who have about the same level of physical 
attractiveness, but who have certain charac- 
teristics that convince the date he or she is, 
in fact, physically superior. 

The confidence to wear fancy hats is 
always a good differentiator. Anyone who 


can speak fluent French, or at least enough 
French to fool a waiter, bounces several 
notches up the attractiveness scale. 

Once you've found a lust match, you 
refine the match by pairing for personality 
and intelligence. Frankly, no one cares if you 
share a passion for ant farming if he or she 
doesn't find you sexy. 

The most important part of matchmak- 
ing is to run away as soon as you make the 
match. I’m not kidding. Get them to their 
first date, and run far away. 

There is absolutely no benefit to sticking 
around to see how it turns out. If it's a di- 
saster, they'll blame you. If they get married, 
you might get a mention during a wedding 
toast, but don't count on it. 

No one likes to admit being set up. Peo- 
ple in love want to perpetuate the fantasy 
that romantic couplings are magical things 
happening only to very special people. 

It's fate! It’s not the work of some bored 
matchmaker you've never met before, click- 
ing through her registry of desperate sin- 
gles, and tossing you together with as much 
care and thought as a sloppy kindergartener 
selecting the perfect colors of finger paint. O 


Hey! I wrote a book. You can buy Dateland on Amazon. 


TROLIN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 
ÞE NiNo NO ME 


ÞEJABAN JUGAR 
CON Mi OTRA : 


When | was a child, | wasn't allowed to play 
with my other tail. 
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LOS LLA MABAN 
“TOCAMIENTOS 


They called it “impure touching” 


DECÍAN QUE 
PODIAS ean? 


They said you could go blind. 


POR RODRO 


MECOMPRE BASTON 
BLANCO, CAFAS NEGRAS 
Me cen cna 

;M STE 
ÍFORTUNA y NADA 54 
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| bought a white cane, dark glasses, 
and a guide dog. | spent a fortune and 
...hothing happened! 


CLASSIFIEDS 


BEAUTY & RELAXATION HOUSE CLEANING REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE 


get lazed. Laser Hair Removal in Uptown. 
Upfront pricing. Book online. Evening & 
weekends available. Non-metered parking. 
www.GetLazedMN.com. (612) 627-9999. 
hairy(dgetlazedmn.com. 2920 Bryant Ave 
South. 


EMPLOYMENT 


HELP WANTED 


FREE ARTS MINNESOTA: Looking for 
volunteers to work with abused, neglected, 
at-risk children using art and mentorship. 
Time commitment of 1.5 hours weekly. 
More information, Hannah, (612) 824-2787. 
www.freeartsminnesota.org. 


COTTAGE HOUSE œ An Occasional 
Market e Next sale: CRAZY DAYZ! JULY 
13, 14,15, 16, 17 Wed. 1-8 pm. Thr-Fri 
10am-7pm. Sat-Sun 10am-ópm. e 4304 
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


HOME SERVICES 


Excellent Painting. Highest-quality painting 
service. Authentic, friendly, professional. 
Twenty-five years experience. Licensed. 
Insured. Absolute satisfaction guaranteed! 
Twin Cities Metro, (612) 605-3236, www. 
Excellent-Painting.com. 


BRUSHSTROKES PAINTING - Interior/ 
exterior. | strive to have a positive, working 
relationship with my customers. Plus, | 
am a genuinely nice person to work with. 
References available. Licensed/insured. 
Tom Marron, (651) 230-1272 


EARTH-FRIENDLY HOUSECLEANING - 8 
years of Exceptional service using Quality 
Green products. Personalized service to 
fit your needs. References and inquiries: 
earthfriendlyservicelAgmail.com, (612) 
437-0432 - Karen. 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, flexible 
Schedules. tliddellcleaning(dyahoo.com. 
Call Terry: (612) 834-4887. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


OWEN KONECNIK, MA, MSW, LICSW, 
Psychotherapist: Individual and couples 
counseling. Confidential, non-judgmental, 
affirming. Credit cards accepted. Free 
phone consultation. New location in Loring 
Park Office Building. (612) 558-6094. www. 
counselorminneapolis.com. 


DIANA SNYDER, LICSW Psychodynamic 
and  Eclectic/Creative approach. 22+ 
years. Individual and Family. Specializing 
in: anxiety, depression, relationships, 
self esteem. LGBT. Alternative lifestyles. 
Cultural diversity. English/Spanish. 
Uptown. (612) 272-6488. Snyder.tk. 


IRENE GREENE, MSEd, Psychotherapist: 
24 years experience. Individual, Couples 
Counseling, Mediation. Life changes, 
relationship, gender, sexuality, parenting, 
anger, anxiety, depression. Coming Out, 
Sexual Abuse, DID Groups. Sliding fee. 
Professional, nonjudgmental, confidential. 
(612) 874-6442. irenegreene(dearthlink. 
net. 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. (612) 940- 
7033. www.dennischristian.com. 


Specialists in Women's Issues for almost 
20 years. Self esteem, uncoupling, 
communication issues, depression, grief/ 
loss, family/ job stress, codependency, 
coming out, and more. Insurance/ 
sliding fee scale. (612) 275-2653, www. 
thegatecounseling.com. 


REAL ESTATE 


cotbueu. 
BANKER O 


SIR. BURNET 


4541 Colfax Ave S, Mpls 
Sun-Filled Home Near Lake Harriet 
Artsy, 3 br, 2 ba, 2 car gar, numerous updates, 
hardwood floors, sunroom, skylights, porch, 
deck, and tons of character. Walk to lake, 
restaurants, & wine bars. $365,000 


í 


Lance.Wathins 
612-986-2719 a 
www:454 1Colfaxinfo REX Results 


RENTALS - RESIDENTIAL 


Edina/ South West Mpls Duplex. 3 
bedroom, family room, 1 full bath, 2 1/2 
baths. 2 fireplaces, garage, on Wooded 
Preserve. $1285.00/month. 1 month 
deposit. Questions, showings, Joe: (612) 
220-8397. 


DUPLEX, Lower 2 BR. 32XX Oakland, 2 
blocks from MCC. Hardwood floors, fully 
remodeled kitchen, fireplace, built-in 
buffet, laundry. 1 cat OK. $950 includes 
water. Available Now. (612) 823-7438. 


SPA SERVICES 


THE SPA by PetertGlaser(dyahoo.com. 
2736 Hennepin, UPTOWN. 612.986.4929 
Catering to the Beauty Rituals for all Men 
and Women. Handcrafted Natural Facials. 
Body and Brazilian Waxing and Trimming. 
Manicures. Pedicures. Massage. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


REAL & GOOD - m4m massage by 
experienced responsive masseur. Many 
repeat clients. Studio, shower and lots of 
TLC. Near DT Mpls, noon-10 pm, 7 days. 
Gene: (612) 749-7726. Thanks! 


FULL BODY MASSAGE. Warm relaxing 
atmosphere, Minneapolis. Hour Massage 
$60.00. Shower Available. (612] 219-6743. 
7 days a week, 10 am - 10 pm. Therapist: 
5'10, 167#, 32 waist. 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 


Treat yourself to a complete relaxation. 
Trained by the Aveda Institute. Over five 
years in practice. Emanual Tekle, CMT 
(612) 396-8912, www.MassageFitnessMpls. 
com. 


BLENDED BODYWORK. Massage alone 
or combined with Chiropractic Alignment. 
Starting at $60/hour Seniors 65« - 
20% discount. (612) 827-1793. www. 
drdavidmarty.com. 
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Community Connection brings vis- 
ibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 


profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, call 
612-436-4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people reclaim 
their lives from the disease of addiction. 
PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 

Community Center for Individuals Living 
with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, Food Shelf 
and Supportive Services. 

730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness.org 


HIM Program - Red Door Services 
Hennepin County Public Health Clinic. 
525 Portland Ave., Ath Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
www.StopSyphMN.com 
www.inSPOT.org/Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide referral 
service to connect with HIV information and 
resources. 

1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 

(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health Treatment 
Program for Adults Living with HIV/AIDS. 
710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals 
to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over The 
World And Every Period Of Human History. 
Free Admission Daily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


ARTS ORGANIZATIONS 


Zeitgeist Arts 

Café - Cinema - Theater 
"Let us entertain you!” 

Zeitgeist Arts Building 

222 E. Superior St. 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-9100 Café 

(218) 722-7300 Cinema 

(218) 336-1414 Theater 


www.zeitgeistarts.com 
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EDUCATION 


Minnesota Online High School 

Small statewide, public online high school 
open to any Minnesota resident in grades 
9 through 12. 

1313 5th St. SE, Ste. 300 

Minneapolis, MN 

(800) 764-8166 


www.mnohs.org 


FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 

Healthy Me. Healthy Community. Serving 
men, women and families. Fitness locations 
in Downtown, Midtown, Uptown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-0501 

www.ywcampls.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 
GLBTCALLITQUITS.COM 


If you're ready to quit smoking, 
we're here to support you. 


(866) 434-9736 


Rainbow Health Initiative 

Working to improve the health of LGBTQ 
Minnesotans through education, clinical 
practice, outreach, and advocacy. RHI is 
the lead agency for the MN Tobacco-free 
Lavender Communities. 

611-A West Lake Street 

Minneapolis, MN 

(877) 499-7744 
www.rainbowhealth.org 

www.mntlc.org 


Sexual Health Empowerment (S.H.E.) 
Clinic 

Uninsured? Underinsured? Sexual health 
services for female-bodied, queer-identified 
individuals provided on a sliding fee scale. 
33 South 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 332-2311 


www.midwesthealthcenter.org 


HISTORICAL 


Minnesota History Center 

History comes to life with permanent and 
changing exhibits, concerts, lectures, family 
days and other special events. Featuring 
Cafe Minnesota, museum shops and the 
Minnesota Historical Society Library. 

345 Kellogg Blvd W. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 259-3000 


www.minnesotahistorycenter.org 


Historic Fort Snelling 

Experience life at a U.S. outpost on the 
bluffs of the Minnesota and Mississippi 
Rivers. 

200 Tower Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(612) 726-1171 
www.historicfortsnelling.org 


James J. Hill House 

Marvel at the 19th-century opulence and 
grandeur of Summit Avenue's most stately 
mansion. 

240 Summit Ave 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 297-2555 
www.mnhs.org/hillhouse 


Minnesota State Capitol 

Discover the architectural masterpiece by 
Cass Gilbert and the home of Minnesota's 
state government. 

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 296-2881 


www.mnhs.org/statecapitol 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of DVDs, 
books, and magazines. 

Check out our online catalogue. 

1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 641-0969 

www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 770 


Radio K is the award-winning student-run 
radio station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
The Science Museum is the Upper 
Midwest's must-see, must-do museum. 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 221-2547 
http://www.smm.org/tut 


Mill City Museum 

Raw power, dramatic views and hands-on 
fun propels you through this architecturally 
stunning riverfront landmark. 

704 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-7555 


www.millcitymuseum.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a leading 
venue for the presentation of the art of our 
time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Brazen Theatre 

Plays, musicals, cabaret and other 
entertainment for adventurous audiences. 
See individual ads for venue 

(612) 991-8729 


www.brazentheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State and Pantages Theatres 
Twin Cities' best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 673-0404 
www.HennepinTheatreDistrict.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals that illuminate the broad 
American experience, 

celebrating local legends, rock 

icons, and everyday people. 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 

www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing artists 
and new work while sparking conversation 
about challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www..illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing contemporary 
and classic works in an intimate setting in the 
Lynlake neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
"Giving Voice to the Human Experience" - 

New and Rarely-Seen Musicals. 

8520 W. 29th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 605-3298 


www.aboutmmt.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America's 
leading symphony orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 371-5656 (800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents innovative, 
high quality orchestral performances. 
P.O. Box 6116 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 656-5676 

www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
1501 S. 4th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 
www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of Minnesota 
A legacy of presenting diverse world-class 
dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse audiences. 
345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds through 
exceptional talent and masterful stories. 
20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art of musical 
theater under the artistic direction of Peter 
Rohstein. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 

www.latteda.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

America’s most exciting opera company - 
tickets start at just $20. 

620 N. Ist St. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 342-9550 


www.mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorusGtcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


University of Minnesota Theatre Arts 
and Dance 

Educating artists and audiences through a 

diverse mix of performances on both land 

and water. 

U of M Theatre 

330 21st Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 624-2345 


www.theatre.umn.edu 
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PETS/PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 

Adoption, rescue, outreach, training, 
boarding. Buffalo, Coon Rapids, Golden 
Valley, St. Paul and Woodbury. 

(763) 432-4527 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes for retired 
racing greyhounds. Greyhounds are calm, 
good-natured, and make excellent pets. 
info@gpa-mn.org 

www.gpa-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 

Advocates for all GLBT Americans, mobilizes 
rassroots action, invests strategically to elect 

st minded individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 Minneapolis, MN 


www.twincities.hrc.org www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 
Founded by same-sex couples suing the 
State for marriage equality. We welcome 
'our support. 
. O. Box 22256 
Robbinsdale, MN 
(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


Minnesota Log Cabin Republicans 
Inclusion Wins. 

115 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.mnlogcabin.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the area of 
public policy, anti-violence, education and 
training, and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride celebration 
seeks sponsors, volunteers, and board 
members. Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

The radically inclusive GLBTQ community 
of faith. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


Www.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of Christ. 
333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Central Presbyterian Church 

Size isn't everything. Connections and 
intimacy of a small church in a majestic 
space. 

500 Cedar Street 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 224-4728 


www.cpcstpaul.org 


Edina Community Lutheran Church 
Upbeat, growing congregation committed 
to inclusion, justice, peace, community and 
proclaiming God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 
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Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey With Hennepin's 
Faith Community Through Worship, 
Education, Fellowship, Service, and More. 
511 Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 871-5303 


www.haumc.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, 

A covenant network congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 

www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Community Congre- 
gational United Church of Christ 
An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes yov. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 

(l-35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. Progressive 
Christianity, Traditional Setting & Service, 
Social Action, The Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith journey... 
St. Mark's Welcomes You. 

519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran Church 
with Wingspan Ministry 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATION + 
WITNESS + ADVOCACY + Outreach of 
St. Paul-Reformation Church to the GLBTQA 
Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 

United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota that 
intentionally welcome all people regardless 
of sexual orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


Wesley Church 

Offering hope and encouragement to all 
people. An embracing congregation. Greg 
Renstrom, Minister. 

101 E. Grant St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

Office: (612) 871-3585 

Pastor: (612) 886-2863 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as Generous 
and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


RETIREMENT 


The Kenwood Retirement Community 
Our full service retirement community 
provides Independent, Assisted Living and 
Short Term apartment rentals. 

825 Summit Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 374-8100 


www.thekenwood.net 


SOCIAL JUSTICE 


Community Shares of Minnesota 
Community Shares of Minnesota 
raises funds and awareness for 

local organizations fighting for justice 
and equality. 

1619 Dayton Avenue, Suite 323 
St.Paul, MN 

(651) 647-0440 


changeisbetter.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League 
(TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.tcgsl.org 


STUDENT/CAMPUS/ALUMNI 


University of Minnesota GLBTA 
Programs Office 

Dedicated to improving campus climate by 
developing and supporting more inclusive 
understandings of gender and sexuality. 
46 Appleby Hall 

128 Pleasant St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-0537 


www.glbta.umn.edu 


indoors 
Look great 
outdoors J 


TRAVEL 

Door County Visitor Bureau 
www.doorcounty.com 

Winneshiek County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau / Discover Decorah 
Refresh, rejuvenate, rekindle....whatever 
R&R you're up for, the Decorah area is the 
ultimate heaven 

507 West Water Street 

Decorah, IA 52101 

(800) 463-4692 


www.visitdecorah.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B’s. Attractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


2005 


Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


Www.mnzoo.org 


*$100 off Any Adult 
or Family Member- 
ship. Not valid on 
Young Professional 
Youth, or Scholar- 
ship Memberships. 


the Joiners Fee’ in July 


The YWCA of Minneapolis’ welcoming, inclusive facilities offer something for every- 
one. Each week there are over 230 classes offered free with your membership. 


www.ywcampls.org 


f '€ 


eliminating racism 
empowering women 


ywca 
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| MS. BEHAVIOR’! by Meryl Cohn 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

I am a 35-year-old queer single female. I 
love sex and everything about it. I love talk- 
ing about it, having it, and watching it. I’m 
always curious to learn more about it. 

My medical question is regarding female 
ejaculation. I have taught myself how to do it 
recently, but don't know much about it. 

Where does it actually come from? What 
is it? Does it have a purpose? Why do boys 
love it so much? 

My second question is about my friends 
judging me. I am a bisexual who prefers 
women, but still loves male sex. My straight 
friends don't understand, and never take 
me seriously. My gay friends are always 
judging me. 

Im mostly wondering about my gay 
friends. It really hurts me, and I just don't 
understand why they judge someone from 
their own team. I feel being queer is hard 
enough, but then having my own fellow 


queers judging me about my bisexuality 
makes it just that much harder. 

'Thanks for your help! 

—MANDY K 


Dear Mandy K: 

Congrats on having taught yourself to 
ejaculate, and for giving new meaning to 
the term “home schooling." Let's hope 
your newly honed skill feels like valuable 
life experience, and will entertain you on 
rainy days when there is nothing interest- 
ing to watch on HBO. 

A lot of controversy surrounds female 
ejaculation, but not a whole lot of research. 
If you do a simple medical literature search 
for female ejaculation, you'll see only a few 
entries before the much more important 
topic of premature (male) ejaculation rises 
to the fore. 

Here's the scoop: The gush of fluid that 
is released during female ejaculation comes 


through the urethra. It's believed to come 
from the Skene's glands (also referred to as 
the female prostate), which are tiny ones on 
the anterior wall of the vagina that drain into 
the urethra. They're located right around 
the area referred to as “The G Spot.” 

'The fluid was once thought to be urine, 
but microscopic analysis has shown that it 
consists primarily of PSA (Prostate Specific 
Antigen), with some glucose or fructose 
mixed in (perhaps to enhance taste). 

According to "The Female Prostate Re- 
visited: Perineal Ultrasound and Biochemi- 
cal of Female Ejaculate,” a 2007 article in The 
Journal of Sexual Medicine, “Biochemically, 
the fluid emitted during [female] orgasm 
showed all the parameters found in prostate 
plasma in contrast to the values measured 
in voided urine." It goes on to conclude that 
"the so-called female prostate is an organ 
itself and the source of female ejaculation." 

Some people believe that female ejacu- 


NEVERSTRAIGHL COM 
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Never straight. Always forward. 
18,000+ Products shipped discreetly. 


www.neverstraight.com 
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lation is “new.” However, according to “The 
History of Female Ejaculation," another arti- 
cle (2010) in The Journal of Sexual Medicine, 
this watery form of orgasm was mentioned 
in several Chinese Taoist texts as early as the 
Fourth Century; in ancient Indian writings in 
a Seventh-Century text; and by Aristotle in 
about 300 BC. So, it's safe to say that female 
ejaculation preceded rock 'n' roll, astronauts, 
and Betamax. 

There doesn't appear to be a purpose for 
this expulsion of fluid, at least not for any- 
thing obvious like propagation of the species. 
Perhaps, like female orgasm, it's merely in- 
tended to be fun. 

Some detractors of the "fun" theory will 
say that female orgasm serves to push se- 
men up toward the ovaries, to propagate the 
species. Bah, humbug. 

If your boyfriends love your ejaculation, 
thats great. But does this mean your girl- 
friends haven't liked it? Or are you saving it 
all for the boys? 

As for your bisexuality, it's too bad that 


your friends judge you. It's bad enough to be 
judged by people who don't know your par- 
ticular charms. 

Some gay people have trouble under- 
standing that bisexuals really mean it—that 
their sexuality is really very fluid (no, this is 
not an ejaculation pun). 

So, maybe your friends are judgmental 
because your fluidity is *other" and unfamil- 
iar to them. They want you to “make up your 
mind already." 

They would rather believe that you'll 
find your way to one "side" or the other, ul- 
timately—that until you arrive at a destina- 
tion categorizing you one way or the other, 
you're really just struggling with internalized 
homophobia. 

None of this is particularly kind. The con- 
cept of being on one “team” or the other (gay 
versus bisexual) is old school, and not in a 
good way. You're in the unfortunate position 
of having to educate your friends. 

Maybe one solution would be for you to 
hold workshops on Bisexual Female Ejacula- 


tion. That ought to stir things up in just the 
right way. O 


© 2011 Meryl Cohn. Address questions and correspon- 
dence to <msbehavior(daol.com>. She is the author of 
Do What | Say: Ms. Behavior's Guide to Gay and Lesbian 
Etiquette (Houghton Mifflin]. Signed copies are avail- 
able directly from the author. 
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A Love Letter, To You 


Hello. My name is Justin, and l'd like to write you a love letter. 


If you've never had a love letter written 
for you, consider this your first. If you've had 
many, I hope this will do. If you hate love let- 
ters, you probably shouldn't read this—but 
know that it's for you anyway. 


To: You 
Re: You’re Cute 


Hey—so, this is going to sound kinda 
weird, and maybe a little too forward. 

Well, the thing is, ugh, well, I, um, kind 
of...like...you. 

No, no. I mean, I like you, like you. 

There, I said it. 

I would put one of those “Will you go out 
with me? Check Yes or No" boxes here, but 
Td be too nervous waiting for your reply. I 
mean, what if you don't even get this? Then 
I would never get a response, but since I 
thought you got it, I would think that you 
didn't like me, because you wouldn't have 
responded. 

So, yeah. There it is. I like you. I mean, I 
think I /ove you. 

Ilove when I see you singing in your car, 
when you think no one's watching, and when 
you dance with your iPod at the bus stop. 

Ilove when I pass you on the street, and 
don't know your name, but we smile anyway. 

I love when you're passionate about the 
things you are—I think it’s cute the way 
you're so into cars, makeup, music, or what- 
ever. 

I love the way you're OK with who you 
are. 

I even love you when I hate you for get- 
ting my order wrong, or cutting me off on 


the highway. 

Ilove you because you are like me. 

We may look or act differently, and may- 
be we'll never actually meet, but I know you 
well enough to know that we're both human 
beings. 

You and I suffer tragedy. We have hearts 
that can break, eyes that can cry, fists that 
can hurt, and words that can cut. 

You and I breathe sweetly. We both want 
others to care about us, have dreams that 
take us to tomorrow, and pursue the pas- 
sions that keep us happy. 

You're skeptical, I feel. How is it that I can 
love someone I’ve never met? 

I love people, even those I haven't met, 
because that's how we get along in the 
world. It's the most basic thing we can do 
for one another: to show compassion, even 
to those we can't stand. That doesn't mean 
becoming pushovers or losing our spines. It 
means fighting when we need to, but loving 
because we have to. 

When under attack by those who dis- 


agree with us, vile, hateful words do nothing 
to mend the fence. That's a hard pill to swal- 
low sometimes, especially in the heat of the 
moment. 

If we instead take a step back, allow a mo- 
ment to breathe, and tell ourselves before we 
say things we'll regret, “I love this person," 
we approach things more thoughtfully. Even 
if you don't love someone, simply saying it 
to yourself will make you instantly feel more 
compassionate. 

So, yes, I love you. 

We have our arguments just like any lov- 
ers do. We don’t always see eye-to-eye, and 
sometimes, we just don’t like each other at 
all, but when the shit hits the fan, I hope 
we're there for one another. 

I realized I loved you the night I argued 
with a guy to the point of physical intensity. I 
remember only that we were strangers, and 
a simple disagreement led to a nasty, explo- 
sive battle. 

Anyway, after our friends-had-to-separate- 
us argument, as we were leaving the bar, I 
stupidly/drunkenly slipped on a patch of ice, 
and hit my head on the cement. The guy I'd 
argued with was the first to see. He was the 
first to help me to my feet. He was the first to 
ask me if I was OK. 

I questioned why he was suddenly so 
kind to me. His response? "Justin, I don't 
hate you. I just don't like you.” We laughed. 
Not exactly a typical love letter, but one itself 
nevertheless. 

Take this, then, to heart I love you 
whether I know you or not. O 


Keep in touch! <Facebook.com/JustinJonesWriter>. 
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